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LETTERS to the Editors 





What is the Church? 


I have read with interest the article 
“What Does Church Unity Mean?” 
by Bishop Newbigin. I must confess 
that I came away with the feeling 
that the title is appropriate, for the 
main accomplishment of the article 
is to state the question with its ac- 
companying problems without giving 
any solid answer. 

What disturbs me about ETER- 
NITY’s presentation of the ecumenical 
question is the lock of candor. Bishop 
Newbigin represents a segment of the 
movement which is conservative in 
outlook, but why do you not present 
the thinking of the radical element 
which in reality seems to furnish the 
major impetus for the movement? 
While you let Bishop Newbigin woo 
conservatives through ETERNITY, Bishop 
Pike is busy wooing liberals through 
other channels. 

Your readers should be made aware 
of the views of the other current 
leaders who are a long way from the 
position of Bishop Newbigin—leaders 
who appear to be setting the course of 
the movement. 

WabeE T. CoGGINs 
Kensington, Md. 


1. In any discussion of church 
union the word “church” must be 
clearly defined. This, the author of 
“What Does Church Unity Mean?” 
failed to do. My understanding of the 
New Testament teaching is that the 
word “church” is used in two different 
but related meanings. First, the word 
refers to the entire body of regenerate 
people through the world. Second, the 
word “church is used in reference to 
each local, organized group of be- 
lievers united according to the laws 
of Christ to fulfill the great commis- 
sion. 

How can we intelligently and ef- 
fectively discuss church union until 
we clearly define the term and unless 
Christians agree as to what we are 
trying to unite? 

2. In this whole matter of church 
unity we must be realistic. We must 
accept the fact of natural and ac- 
quired differences within people. For 
instance, a Pentecostal and an Epis- 
copalian may both be Christians and 
may both be enjoying a satisfying wor- 
ship experience. But if one great Chris- 
tian denomination were formed with 
the worship patterned after the Epis- 
copal service, the Pentecostal would 
not attend that church. If the worship 
were in Pentecostal style, the Epis- 
copalian would not attend. 
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3. The basis of union of churches 
must be truth, not sentiment. There 
are some of us who still believe that 
the authority for faith and practice is 
the written Word of God, and that the 
Holy Spirit guides people today in ac- 
cord with this Word. As long as people 
are finite and imperfect, and as long 
as they read the Bible and interpret it, 
there will be different interpretations 
and different denominations. 

RAYMOND G. JOHNSON 
Ashburn, Ga. 


M.R.A. Truth or Error 


Statements on M.R.A. Doctrine 
need an answer. Let me quote from 
Dr. Buchman, speaking at Caux, Swit- 
zerland, 1960: “The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth from all sin-—Until 
you reach that place with men, you 
have not begun.” This fundamental 
truth is at the heart of everything that 
M.R.A. plans and does. 

H. P. DUNLOP 
Long Beach, Calif. 


If M.R.A. is big enough to change 
men, certainly we Christians can be 
humble enough to recognize the Holy 
Spirit of Christ at work. 

LEN BARSTEAD 
Waterloo, Ont. 


Moral Re-Armament is that against 
which Christ forewarned when He 
said that were it possible, even the 
very elect should be deceived (Matt. 
24:24). 

Harry RIGGS 
Crete, Ill. 


Playing God 


Re. “Capital Punishment and the 
Bible. I feel the better way would be 
to cut the murderer off from the world 
as was Philip Nolan in the “Man 
without a Country.” Use the murderer 
for medical research. Through such 
research much could be done for the 
cure of cancer, prevention of death 
by heart failure, etc. 

MarTIN M. HyZeER 
Andes, N.Y. 


I do not think that the world will 
be won to Christ by a faith which 
finds legalistic justification for the fir- 
ing squads of Castro or the death 
squads of Hitler. And it is only a 
short step, logically, from the posi- 
tions of the proponents of capital 
punishment, to the approval of murder, 
by the state, of all who oppose its god- 
less ends. 


I think the world will be won to 
Christ by a gospel in which love shines 
forth in richness and depth, a love 
which condemns the blindness of men 
whose legalism enables them to neatly 
separate the ethics of the person from 
the ethics of the state. 

Imprison murderers, yes. Lock them 
up so they can do no further harm. 
But let’s not start playing God. 

CHARLES KEYSOR 
Elgin, Ill. 


Forgotten Cruise 


It was most interesting to read the 
varied tributes that were given to Dr. 
Barnhouse’s Bible teaching. But not 
one word was said about the very 
memorable cruise on the Transylvania. 
Dr. Barnhouse sponsored this cruise 
and I am sure he made all the ar- 
rangements. The remarkable feature 
was that the bar was removed from 
the ship for this trip. It was a choice 
and rich experience for all of the 800 
that were aboard. 

ROBERT G. FREYTAG 
Pinckneyville, Ill. 


Horse and Carriage 


A very excellent contradication of 
your editorial statement that a liberal 
is one thing in economics and an- 
other in politics is to be found in an 
essay in the “New Individualist Re- 
view,” published by the Chicago 
Chapter of the Intercollegiate Society 
of Individualists. 

Hayek’s “Road to Serfdom,” Peter 
Viereck and many other have pointed 
out the same, inseparable relationship 
between economic and political free- 
dom. They seem to go together like 
the horse and carriage. 

On another page, Arthur Glasser 
points out that, of course, Christians 
can support. other political systems 
and economic theories, as they did in 
Nazi Germany. Just so, in this coun- 
try, as your editorial points out, they 
can believe in socialized medicine 
without denying the deity of Christ— 
but should they? 

ROBERT C, CONNELL 
Portola Valley, Calif. 


Fair and Factual 


Arthur Glasser’s articles on Com- 
munism were carefully read. They are 
fair, factual and objective. 

I am opposed to American milita- 
rism and foreign investment exploita- 
tion of the natural resources of 
backward countries instead of con- 
structively helping them like the Good 
Samaritan and thereby checking the 
advance of Communism. I strongly 
suspect the hate-Communism alarm 


ETERNITY 


crowd do not favor this course. Rather 

they love misinformation, fear, and 
hate. 

F. E. SPICER 

Greeley, Colo. 


It should be placed in the hands of 
many who do not see that Russia 
and China are doing from wrong mo- 
tives and in.a wrong way what should 
have been done from right motives 
and in a right way. 

FRANK L. SUTHERLAND 
London, Ontario 


It is not every day that an evangeli- 
cal magazine will venture to print ar- 
ticles on such a broad theme. Only 
those with a parochial viewpoint would 
object, largely because they misunder- 
stand. Let’s have more of this kind, 
that brush aside the platitudes and 
superficialities, and help us to truly 
examine ourselves. 

ROBERT E. SWANSON 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Non-Christians 


When I read Margaret Clarkson’s 
article, “I Like Non-Christians,” I was 
disturbed. When I look at my Chris- 
tian friends I see a Sunday school 
president that cared enough for my 
husband’s and my soul that he spent 
his precious time to make us con- 
cerned about it. I see a Sunday school 
teacher that cared for our souls so 
much he spent his precious time study- 
ing so he could make us concerned. 
I see a pastor who cared enough for 
us to prepare to preach the gospel. 

If I have one non-Christian friend 
that does not know the Lord Jesus 
Christ is real in my life, I need to 
spend more time with them and less 
in my happy contented Christian 
home. 

MARION THOMAS 
Detroit, Mich. 


I’ve known dishonest Christians and 
superlative non-Christians, but it was 
the difference—unmistakable, inimit- 
able—in Christians’? lives that played 
a large part in my conversion. And 
17 years later, I’m even more aware 
that Christians have something no 
non-Christians can attain—much less 
beat. Nor have I ever seen a non- 
Christian home that touches the Chris- 
tian homes I’ve seen, not once but 
many times. 

BETTY LEAKE 
Chicago, Ill. 


I think it is a masterpiece. Every 
word of it reminded me of the Sermon 
on the Mount. 

Sue M. BURGER 
Manchester, Tenn. 
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EDITORIALS 





Americans First and Christians Second 


One Christian mission discovered 
recently that many of its donors were 
Americans first and Christians sec- 
ond. Their loyalty to Uncle Sam pre- 
ceded their loyalty to Jesus Christ. 

This is how it happened. 

The Christian mission helps support 
more than 40 pastors and Bible stu- 
dents in Cuba, in addition to beaming 
a gospel radio broadcast from a Ha- 
vana station. Everything was going 
well, until the ill-fated invasion of 
Cuba. Suddenly, missionary giving 
slowed to a trickle. After all, why 
should we send money to an “enemy 
nation”? 

Should the gospel be preached only 
to friendly nations? Should we ask our 
mission boards to determine if an- 
other nation agrees with U.S. foreign 
policy before they support Christian 
work there? 

How ridiculous! The gospel of Jesus 
Christ knows no bounds. There are 
no Iron Curtains, Bamboo Curtains 
or Sugar Cane Curtains in the Great 
Commission. There were converts 
even in the household of Caesar 
(Phil. 4:22), and if God could reach 
the household of Caesar, He can cer- 
tainly reach the household of Castro. 

If the gospel is thwarted in Cuba 
right now, it will not be because of 
Castro’s Communism, but rather be- 
cause of Christian’s Americanism. 


Man Is a 
Born Trouble-maker 


“What is man?” asked the Psalmist 
nearly 1,000 years before Christ. And 
in the succeeding 3,000 years, scien- 
tists have probed and analyzed every 
part of man from the tip of his cere- 
bellum to the neuron at the end of his 
big toe. But they still don’t know. 

At least, however, they are finding 
out a few things that man isn’t. 

Dr. D. O. Hebb of Montreal, speak- 
ing at a recent symposium on human 
behavior, said, “Civilization is a kind 
of behavioral cocoon which fosters the 
illusion that civilized man is by nature 
calm, dispassionate and logical. This 
is illusion only.” 

He went on to say that man is not 
a rational animal able to behave 


sanely in the midst of insanity. 
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Scientific research has discovered 
one other thing. For 15 years science 
has tried to see if man has a natural in- 
stinct to war. Today its findings indi- 
cate that man has no instinct to war, 
but that he does have a natural. incli- 
nation to enjoy trouble and trouble- 
making. 

So, according to some scientists, the 
solution to all of society’s ills is to 
find ways to let man make trouble 
without hurting anybody. Does this 





mean giving President Kennedy a spe- 
cial room in the White House full of 
tin cans which he can kick when he 
gets angry? 

It certainly seems that Job was right 
when he said, “Man that is born of a 
woman is of few days, and full of 
trouble.” But the sad part is that man 
brews all the trouble himself. 

In all of today’s intense scientific 
research no one has figured out what 
makes man behave the way he does. 
Surgeons have found no logical re- 
lation between the kind of brain in- 
jury and the kind of change of be- 
havior brought about by the hurt. 

Man’s__trouble-making _ capacities 
have not been probed by today’s sci- 
entists, but God has said, “The heart 
is deceitful above all things and des- 
perately corrupt; who can understand 
it? I the Lord search the mind and try 
the heart” (Jer. 17:9, 10). 
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(This editorial is reprinted from the March 1935 issue of Revelation) 





30 YEARS OF EDITORIALS 
BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


A Chinese Minister and Revival 


A Chinese church hearing of the 
reputation of a certain minister, wrote 
inviting him to come for special meet- 
ings. Some time went by, and they 
received no answer to their letter. 
Again they wrote urging him to come, 
but he refused. They would not take 
no for an answer, and after several 
attempts to procure him, wrote a let- 
ter enclosing a first-class ticket, 
round-trip, from his city to theirs. He 
answered that he would ‘come for 
three days and told them to advertise 
the meetings only among the believers, 
as he was going to talk to Christians. 

On the first night, so the story goes, 
the preliminary part of the service was 
concluded in good style, and the noted 
preacher was introduced. He asked 
how many knew what he was going 
to talk about and called upon them 
to hold up their hands. No hands 
were raised. The minister then said, 
“If you do not know what I am going 
to talk about, why were you so eager 
to have me come? I shall not preach 
to you tonight. Let us have a prayer 
meeting.” 

The people were somewhat cha- 
grined and said to themselves, “Tomor- 
row night if he asks us that question, 
we must all put up our hands and say 
we know what he is going to talk 
about.” Sure enough, he began his 


sermon period by asking that hands 
be raised by those who knew what he 
was going to talk about. All hands 
went up. This time he said, “Well, if 
you all know what I am going to talk 
about, there is no need for me to tell 
you, so let us have another prayer 
meeting.” 

The chagrin of the church mem- 
bers was even more pronounced, and 
they decided that for the third and 
last night of the meetings, they would 
divide—half would say they knew, and 
the other half would say they did not 
know, and thus they proceeded. When 
the minister saw this division in the 
house, he said, ““Those who know must 
tell those who do not know. Let us 
have another prayer meeting.” 

When the prayer meeting time was 
over, instead of dismissing the audi- 
ence as on the two previous nights, 
the minister talked briefly, saying, “A 
revival within the church is not the 
question of a new voice or a new 
presentation of the truth. There will 
always be a revival when those who 
know tell those who do not know.” 

The result of these three meetings 
was a deep searching on the part of 
the local Christians and a genuine 
spiritual deepening in their lives. They 
had learned great truths by an object 
lesson they would not forget. 
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REPORT 


FROM THE EDITORS: 


DURING THE PAST twelve months, ETERNITY 
Magazine has prospered with the highest 
circulation and the highest advertising rec- 
ords in its history. This is something that 
is almost miraculous to us. 

Shortly after the home-going of ETER- 
NITY’s beloved founder and editor-in-chief 
last November, many friends asked the 
question, ‘““‘What is the future of ETERNITY 
Magazine?” 

Despite many assurances of support from 
friends around the world, the present edi- 
tors were well aware that only God knew 
the answer to that question. 

Only a handful of religious periodicals 
operate without any underwriting or en- 
dowment. ETERNITY is one of these. Cer- 
tainly if subscriptions and advertising 
floundered, the magazine could not long 
continue to be published. Some publications 
have denominations to back them with 
funds, others are supported by institutions 
or by financial “angels,” but ETERNITY 
Magazine is dependent solely upon its sub- 
scribers and its advertisers. 

Recently the magazine’s fiscal year was 
ended and its books were audited. How had 
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the magazine fared in these past crucial 
months? Had its circulation and advertis- 
ing held up? 

Here are the amazing findings: 

ETERNITY’s circulation had grown 5.8% . 
over the preceding year and 10.7% over 
two years ago. Rather than dropping sub- 
scribers during the year, the magazine had 
actually gained subscribers. And the rate 
at which readers renewed their subscrip- 
tions continued to maintain ETERNITY 
among the top religious periodicals in 
“reader satisfaction and loyalty.” 

ETERNITY’s advertising had jumped 9% 
over the preceding year and 37.7% over 
two years ago, and this despite the fact that 
this past year has been a year of serious 
business recession. 

To both our faithful subscribers and our 
faithful advertisers, we are deeply grate- 
ful. And we pledge ourselves to make 
ETERNITY even more stimulating and prof- 
itable for you in the days ahead. 

But most of all we are grateful—beyond 
words—to our Lord, who has done exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we could have 
asked or thought. 
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“This ws the best™ 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE 


A History of Translations from 
the Earliest English Versions to 
The New English Bible. By F. 
F. Bruce. “The finest history 
of translations of the Bible into 
English that is available. The 
theology, motivations, sources, 
and interdependence of the trans- 
lators are perceived with insight 
and presented with lucidity. The 
evaluations of translations, old 
and new, are among the finest to 
be found ... Whether you want 
a history of translations or an 
evaluative guide to modern ver- 
sions, this is the best — get it!” 

— *Eternity 


$3.75 at all bookstores 
OxrForD UNIVERSITY Press, N. Y. 16 














"IN THE 
BEGINNING .. ." 


You'll welcome this scholarly study 
on the book of beginnings 


THE MESSAGE OF GENESIS 


by Raups E. E.uiotr 


“A blueprint for theology" is Dr. 
Elliott's definition of the first book of 
the Bible. He presents Genesis as the 
theological foundation on which the 
balance of the Old Testament rests. 
Part | deals with the purpose, date, 
and authorship. Part Il, “The Need 
of Man," is an exposition of the first 
eleven chapters. Part Ill, "God's 
Answer to Man's Needs,” is a com- 
mentary on chapters 12-50. A care- 
ful, balanced combination of biblical 
scholarship and the Christian convic- 
tion that the Bible is God's inspired 
Word. $4.50 


Get this new book 
at your favorite bookseller 


BROADMAN PRESS 


Nashville 3, Tennessee 








“Please Make Atheism 
More Interesting” 


Communist Russia has done every- 
thing in its power to make its people 
thorough-going atheists. According to 
Soviet propaganda, most of the coun- 
try’s youth are thoroughly disinterested 
in religion. To their well-indoctrinated 
Marxist minds, it is the opium of the 
people. Only elderly people, left over 
from a bygone era, have any use for 
God or religion. At least, that is what 
we usually hear. 

But Russia’s anti-God drive isn’t 
running quite as smoothly as that. Re- 
liable reports frequently are circulated 
that Communist youth in Russia and 
other Communist-dominated countries, 
are starting to ask probing questions 
of their leaders. Questions that deal 
with the vital issues of life and death. 
Questions which cannot be lightly an- 
swered by generalizations and cliches. 

A 16-year-old Soviet high school 
student wrote a letter to the editor of 
an atheistic journal in which he 
said, “I have never yet believed in 
God. I read . . . the latest atheistic 
publications. But . . . the books writ- 
ten about atheism are boring and 
uninteresting. They are vague on many 
points . .. My mother believes in God. 
I try to convince her that she is wrong, 
but so far I have not succeeded... 
She refers to the Bible . . . and I 
don’t know what to answer .. . It 
would be very nice if more interesting, 
readable books about atheism could 
be published . . . They should explain 
in detail how life began, how the 
Bible was written. . . .” 

At a seminar in Warsaw attended 
by hundreds of students with Commu- 
nist persuasion and atheistic concepts, 
a young man dropped a bombshell. 
“Please don’t be angry,” he said to 
the lecturer, “but could you explain 
the meaning of life, sir?” The lecturer, 
Poland’s top Marxist philosopher, 
stared unbelievingly at the youth and 
the hundreds of other serious, anx- 
ious faces waiting for his answer. 
He knew they were not joking; they 
wanted an answer, and they wanted 
it then. And he did not know what to 
say. Marxism simply doesn’t have the 
answer to the student’s question, and 
the professor knew it! 

Communism has traditionally had 
little or no regard for the individual, 
per se, except as a Statistic in a total 
society. Personal desires, interests and 
problems have long been submerged in 
the drive for a classless society which 
has been put forth as the solution for 
all man’s needs. Thus, the issues of 
life and death were relegated to the 
sidelines as unrelated to the princi- 
pal Marxist goals. 

But, such vital themes cannot be 
ignored forever. Sooner or later, every- 


one—even the brainwashed Commun- 
ist youth—wants to know something 
about his origin and destiny. In the 
book of Ecclesiastes there is a verse 
that assures us that man is more than 
a cog in the great machine of society. 
He is not just a creature of Time and 
Space, an object to occupy a spot in 
some segment of a governmental sys- 
tem. “(God) has made everything 
beautiful in its time; also he has put 
eternity into man’s mind . . .” (Eccles. 
3:11 R.S.V.) Man has the dimension 
of eternity in his make-up. He knows 
that this life is not the end of all 
things. Even the atheist feels this in- 
ner pull and turmoil when he faces 
life—and death. 

The crack in the wall of atheistic 
Communism is reflected by these in- 
quisitive disturbed and puzzled Iron 
Curtain youth. It is a further indi- 
cation that God has indelibly written 
into the very fabric of man’s being a 
realization of a power beyond the 
state. What is it that “the fool has 
said in his heart”? 


What’s Next 
in Space? 


“What’s Next in Space?” an infor- 
mative article in the New York Times, 
stressed that much more advanced and 
expensive rockets are needed to go 
beyond the modest Project Mercury. 
With heightened enthusiasm, the ar- 
ticle proceeded to describe our aims 
in reaching the moon and some of 
the planets. Astronomical figures, de- 
picting what such interplanetary ex- 
ploration would cost, accompanied 
the astronomical dreams. 

In a cartoon on the next page, two 


rocket heads, marked “Millions for 
Space,” were soaring across. the 
heavens. In the lower corner of the 


drawing, a mother and her three chil- 
dren were huddled together in rags 
with the marks of emaciated poverty 
engraved on their faces. The mother 
was saying pathetically, “You see, 
they’re trying to find some under- 
developed areas.” 

Obviously, we dare not be indiffer- 
ent to the space program. But how 
strange all of this exhorbitant spend- 
ing—these millions and billions of 
dollars—must seem to the areas of 
earth where poverty and destitution 
still exist in large measure. How can 
people who do not have enough to eat 
or sufficient clothes to wear become 
enthusiastic about the conquest of 
outer space? 

As our American space probe con- 
tinues to occupy an increasing amount 
of our time, interest and tax money, 
let us not forget our Christian obliga- 
tion to minister to the needy of the 
world physically as well as spiritually. 
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AN ANSWER FOR HAROLD 


By J. J. LAMBERTS 


When I was in fourth grade, 
I greatly admired a boy in the 
sixth grade. He was the best 


baseball pitcher we had, he was tall, 
and he never felt forced to laugh at 
the silly jokes the rest of us found so 
funny. His name was Harold. 

Under what circumstances or when it 
was that he moved away to another city I 
have no exact recollection. He had simply 
faded into a kind of boyhood nothingness 
until one day, twelve years later, I met 
him again, quite by surprise. I greeted him heartily 
and we shook hands. He pressed his thin lips together 
into the likeness of a smile as he acknowledged my 
greeting. But almost at once he turned on me with a 
strange fierce look in his eyes. 

“How is it with your soul?” he demanded. 

I wish I could remember what I told Harold. But 
whatever I said cannot possibly matter after all this 
while. 

Suppose I had told him, “It is well with my soul.” 
Harold would have rejoiced in such an answer and he 
would have quoted a text. But to me it would have 
been outrageous behavior, for I cannot feature my- 
self talking that way to anyone, not even to people 
like Harold. I am able to discuss freely and flexibly 
the state of my gall bladder or my sinuses, but try as 
I will, there is no way to talk comparably about the 
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state of my soul. Either I sound flippant or I sound like 
a pompous ass. 

To numberless people, of course, Harold’s question 
might as well be double-talk. Certainly it would have 
meant far less to me if I had not been brought up in a 
“Christian” family, a household, that is, where people 
were familiar with expressions like “How is it with 
your soul,” even though it never occurred to us to 
talk that way to each other or to our guests. Such 
comprehension did not, however, enable me to think 
of an appropriate answer, and as a result I felt frus- 
trated. 

To put it still another way, Harold and I had been 
attempting to communicate through a specialized vo- 
cabulary which both of us understood, although in the 
particular instance at hand the whole thing had broken 
down. 

I had been brought up on this kind of language. I 
was always familiar with the difference between jus- 
tification and sanctification, and I had a pretty good 
idea of what was meant by election. We also used to 
hear about “being saved.” “Being saved” somehow got 
tangled up with “making a public profession of faith,” 
and this in turn with “joining the church.” Now and 
then I came up against a phrase like “personal re- 
lationship with Jesus Christ,” which I could not as- 
similate easily into the rest of the terminology. People 
who talked about this were often on the pallid and 
dyspeptic side and they were the ones most likely to 
be seized with a great anxiety to be off to exotic re- 








gions like Patagonia or Punjab in order to convert the 
natives. 

Now I had done what every normal human being 
does when he learns his language. I had attached the 
most common associations that I was able to perceive 
to the particular words that applied to them, and I did 
this exactly as I had absorbed the associations from my 
surroundings. So far as I could see, nobody seemed to 
be substantially different before and after getting into 
this complex of “being saved,” “joining the church,” 
and all the rest. So in effect “church” was something 
one did join, much the same as one might join the 
Rotary Club or the American Legion. 

All the while I am sure some people were trying 
to communicate the Good News to me. But there was 
a great gulf between us. The diabolical part of it was 
that they and I used exactly the same words, that the 
words were meaningful to both of us, and yet the es- 
sential communication got lost. At times it went off 
into a flurry of organizational busywork, and at other 
times it became dissipated in my self-propelled re- 
spectability. These people were talking about a re- 
lationship with a living Person; I was talking about a 
system of theories about the Person. 

As a matter of fact, it made me feel better that it 
could be systematic. I had learned my lessons well 
and consequently I could speak the words of the 
language glibly enough to conduct a variety of en- 
terprises—teaching Sunday school, writing for religious 
journals, preaching sermons, and of course intermin- 
ably arguing “religion” with other people. I stippose 
I thought that if I could get them to agree with me— 
even as the result of sheer exhaustion—that they 
would have fulfilled the requirements just as I had. 

What I am saying is that the language of religion 
can possess a peculiarly meaningful meaninglessness 
to those who are in frequent contact with that lan- 
guage. Whether this happens often, I do not know. I 
know it was true for me. 

It was only after my own conversion that I realized 
this clearly. The conversion itself came about more 
than anyone can possibly comprehend simply because 
a single person saw through my bluff and took the 
trouble to express the fundamental issue in a language 
which had not been neutralized for me. For the first 
time in my life I found myself unable to duck behind 
the security of my theological stereotypes. 

There is nothing remarkable about my experience, 
I am sure. In fact, my long failure to disengage the 
central truth from a great cluster of basically irrelevant 
associations is so far from being unique that it is per- 
haps almost typical. 

I used to imagine that a person witnessed to a num- 
ber of things he believed, or perhaps, things that he 


thought, or still better, things that comprised a kind 
of penance in faith because they could not possibly 
make sense. For that reason I liked miracles. The 
harder it was to believe things, in other words, the 
more credit one deserved for believing them. I felt 
that I could get more points for believing the story of 
Jonah and the fish than the story of Jonah and the 
gourd. It seemed to me this must be the kind of thing 
one ought to be witnessing to. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO ME? 


When I had been in court in consequence of a 
traffic accident it dawned on me what a witness was. 
The judge did not ask me what the several drivers 
might have done, or even what they should have done; 
he asked me what they actually did and wanted to 
know what I had personally seen. The early disciples 
were told to be witnesses to the completely obedient 
life of Jesus Christ. Being a witness in the middle of 
the 20th century is still a matter of telling something 
that one has seen and experienced. “Let me tell you 
what happened to me” is just another way of saying 
“witness.” Sometimes nothing has happened. Under 
such circumstances it is pretty hard to witness to any- 
thing. 

Evidently the early believers kept talking about 
these things to anyone who would listen. How many 
times does Acts record Paul starting off with, “I was on 
the road from Jerusalem to Damascus . .”? I enjoy the 
freshness of young believers who talk about “what 
happened to me.” If it is as real as that, we do not need 
to put it into theological language, to discourse about 
“justification” and “sanctification” and “atonement” 
and all that. 

The essence of news is that something has happened 
to somebody at some particular time and place. This 
also applies to Good News. Too many of the young 
journalists I have worked with were itching to be 
editorial writers, to give their public sterling counsel 
on how to vote, how to drive on holidays, and what 
to do about Castro. Editorials have their place, but an 
editorial is meaningless unless the reader is familiar 
with the news the editorial is based on. In the Church 
of Jesus Christ there are often more editorial writers 
than news reporters. It’s the news that people read. 

At such times as we manage to get specific, we are 
involved at once in the trade-talk which religious peo- 
ple use, never realizing that these words are likely to 
offend those who have not been brought up in a re- 
ligious tradition, and even many who have. I used to 
think that the difficulties in transmitting the Good 
News were largely linguistic, that is to say, if we could 
get people to use present-day English instead of the 
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phony Elizabethan English which still flourishes in 
pulpits and denominational publications, we should 
then be communicating. But the problem goes deeper. 

So far from being a barrier in the sense of simply 
being out of date, the language of religion can also 
stand in the way of the faith by bringing up intensely 
disagreeable reactions in other people. There is al- 
ways the well-intentioned person who bombards the 
skeptic with Bible texts and is puzzled to know why the 
sinner is not turned from the error of his ways. More 
commonly we use religious words only to learn that 
we have fostered responses completely different from 
those we had anticipated. 

An intense clarification of this—in fact, numerous 
clarifications—grew out of my conversations with col- 
lege students who had come into my office “to talk 
things over.” 


ANN, FOR EXAMPLE 


For example, there was a young lady I'll call Ann. 
A colleague of mine had been trying to fill a summer 
job and she seemed to be a promising candidate. I in- 
vited Ann to have coffee with me at the coffee shop 
where I explained to her what the position involved 
and why I considered her qualifications adequate. That 
taken care of, I asked a few questions about her edu- 
cation, her family, and similar matters. For no reason 
that I can call to mind, I inquired whether she was 
associated with any church. 

“T used to be a Catholic,” she said, “but now I guess 
I’m nothing.” 

“How'd that happen?” 

“Oh, I always kept getting into arguments with the 
nuns. I’d ask questions and they’d tell me I was just 
supposed to be quiet and believe. They kicked me out 
of class a couple of times and the third time they 
kicked me out I stayed away.” 

“And then what?” 

“Well, I guess I don’t believe in God or anything 
else very much.” 

“Oh.” 

“Ts that bad?” 

“Is what bad, Ann?” 

“Not believing in God.” 

“Why, no. You certainly can’t be honest with your- 
self and not doubt Him at some time in your life.” 

“T’m glad to hear that.” 

“Just the same, He does exist. What’s more, He is 
taking a very real interest in you.” 

“I’m not so sure.” 

“The fact of the matter is that He’s ready to accept 
you as you are. All you have to do is be willing to ac- 
cept His acceptance.” 
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“I can’t do that. I don’t even believe. He: exists.” ' 

“I wouldn’t expect you to be able to. Certainly not 
here and now.” 

And so for maybe five, maybe ten more minutes 
we kept on talking. It was not a matter of arguing re- 
ligion; rather it was a matter of one person telling 
what he knew with complete certainty to another who 
had begun to make the first flickerings of response. 
It was time to leave. 

“Ann,” I said, “would you mind if I did one thing?” 

“What’s that?” 

“I’m going to start praying for you.” 

For a moment Ann looked bewildered. Then she 
brightened and said, “If anyone had told me that an 
hour ago I’d have said they were crazy. Now I ap- 
preciate it very much.” 

Ann used to stop and visit me during the weeks 
that followed and we talked about various things, 
sometimes her courses, sometimes her experiences, 
sometimes her beliefs and doubts. One day I said to 
her: 

“Young lady, before long you’re going to make a 
decision about all this.” 

“T think maybe I will,” she answered. 

A short while afterwards—a week or two—we were 
in conversation again and this time I realized that she 
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A woman being interviewed on the secret of her successful mar- 
riage, insisted, “My husband is the Boss. | believe in letting him 
make all the important decisions.” 

The interviewer asked, “Who made the decision that he was to be 
the Boss?” 

She replied, “Why, naturally, | did.” 

The TV audi was supposed to laugh, but she had hold of a pro- 
found biblical truth. It was God who had long since made the decision 
(Eph. 5:23, 24), and she had merely accepted the place for which she 
was created. That is why her marriage was a success. However, hus- 
bands should be warned that God has said that if a man doesn’t have 
sense enough to know how to assume this great responsibility God 
will not answer his prayers (! Pet. 3:7). 











had definitely taken hold of something; or perhaps it 
was that Someone had taken hold of her. She seemed 
more than eager to fight the matter out. Still she had 
no intention of giving up easily, and she offered one 
argument after another; each, it seemed, a little weaker 
than the one before. 

“I wish I could be sure of these things,” she said. 

“All I’ve been trying to tell you is this. As human 
beings we are obliged to have something at the center 
of our lives. It may be an ambition or some person we 
greatly admire. Usually it’s ourselves. We’re sure that 
we can run our lives adequately, but things have a 
way of caving in on us just often enough to remind us 
that a human life is more than one person can handle. 
You see, Ann, God makes us an offer that He will 
take over the direction of our lives. It’s your will— 
your ability to tell God ‘Yes’ or ‘No’—that stands be- 
tween you and Him. It’s terribly simple and yet ter- 
ribly complicated.” 

“T think I see what you mean.” 

“What we have to do—each one of us—is turn 
over our wills to God and let Him be at the center of 
our lives.” 

“How can I do that when I’m not even sure He 
exists?” 


BEFORE AND AFTER 


“That’s the problem. You don’t know He exists, but 
you have to believe it. You simply let go, by an act of 
complete believing, and when you’ve done that you'll 
find a miracle has happened. There will be another 
you.” 

“Ts there any proof for that?” 

“Why, sure. It’s happened to thousands of people— 
Paul, for instance . . .” 

“Oh, you can’t tell me that!” she interrupted hotly. 
“All we’ve got is the books again. We don’t know what 
really went on.” 

“Then would you let me tell you what happened to 
me? You see, I always supposed I was a perfectly 
adequate person .. .” 

And so I told her my entire story, simply and hon- 
estly. I wanted her to realize that there was indeed a 
difference, that there had been such a thing as a “be- 
fore and after.” She listened quietly till the end of the 
story. 

“I believe you’re right,” she said. “I want that too.” 

“Then would you mind if I prayed now, Ann?” 

“Oh, no. Would you?” 

“Dear God,” I said, “here’s Ann. You’ve always 
known her, and I know You’ve loved her much more 
than she can imagine being loved. She isn’t going to 
bring You anything except herself. Will You give her 


10 


the courage now to let go and to find herself in the 
Everlasting Arms.” 

Then to Ann I said, “Now you tell Him.” 

“Why, He’s right here in the room with us,” she said. 
“Yes, God. Here I am.” 

There was a silence and then a little gasp from Ann. 

“Something’s happened. All of a sudden I am quite 
different. Oh...” 

So here was Ann, at once and rather unexpectedly 
become a believer. Perhaps if I hadn’t gone through 
the narrow gate myself, and if I had not found myself 
required to relinguish all of my beloved rules and 
cherished conditions outside the wall, I should have 
been pretty doubtful that anything could come of this. 
For poor Ann was simply a mass of raw places where 
she had been bruised by organized religion and by 
“good” people. It wasn’t only the Roman Catholic 
Church, but there had been—and still was—a church- 
going, text-quoting roommate who knew everything 
except the mercy of the Lord. 

In the drawer of my desk was a pocket New Testa- 
ment. I took the book out of the drawer and handed 
it to her. 

“TI don’t suppose you have a Bible, do you? Let me 
give you this.” 

“Thank you.” She began looking at it with a new 
eagerness. 

“You'll want to find out about the Person who’s 
begun running your life, and I think one of these days 
you'll get to know Him as Jesus Christ.” 

“That doesn’t mean anything to me yet.” 

“I’m not surprised. It all takes time. But be sure to 
read this.” 

“What-are these?” She began reading through the 
index, “Matthew, Mark, Luke. . .” 

“Those are accounts of the life of Jesus Christ as 
several different people told it. There are four of them. 
The next section is called Acts and it’s the story of the 
first believers.” 

“Then what are the rest of these?” 

“Mostly letters that men like Paul and Peter wrote 
to various groups of early Christians.” 

“Oh, I see. Biography and history and correspond- 
ence. How neat.” 

“What did you expect?” 

“T don’t know. A kind of rule-book, I guess, to tell 
me what I could do and what I couldn’t.” 

I never realized until then how little God needs in 
order for Him to start making over a life. Even the 
word “God” jarred this girl, and “Jesus Christ” was 
equally disturbing. She wondered whether He would 
have any objections if she called Him “Supreme Be- 
ing” until she got better acquainted. I was sure He 

(Continued on page 47) 
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n Do Noah’s words bear upon our race problem? By Herbert C. Leupold 





hel 


E often hear that Noah cursed 

his son Ham, and that this has 
something to do with the present 
plight of the Negro people. Let us 
look at Scripture and see if there is 
any basis for such thinking. 

The verse which is referred to is 
Genesis 9:25, which says, “He said, 
Cursed be Canaan; a slave of slaves 
shall he be unto his brothers.” Al- 
ready the question has departed from 
Scripture; it was Canaan who was 
cursed and not Ham. 

But let us look at the background 
to this Scripture passage. 

This portion grows out of the in- 
cident of Noah’s drunkenness. Pos- 
sibly it was man’s first contact with 
the potency of wine. If this is so, 
Noah should not be rashly criticized 
and summarily condemned. 

Furthermore what Ham did, ac- 
cording to the record, was nothing 
more than to take an unwholesome 
delight in a sight that should have 
been covered as soon as possible. 
Apparently no perverse sexual act 
was involved. 

Also, we are not told how Noah 
discovered what his son Ham had 
done. Enough that he did discover it. 
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Nor would it*square well with the 
general tenor of the narrative to re- 
gard the words of this quotation as 
the ill-tempered utterance of a man 
who is just recovering from the ef- 
fects of drunkenness. Such evidence 
of bad temper are not worthy to be 
perpetuated for all time in Sacred 
Writ. 

We think of these words as a 
curse; yet, they are as much a pre- 
diction as a curse. In fact, these 
words may be predominately a pre- 
diction. 

To sum it all, the biblical ap- 
proach to a matter of this sort is not 
that some fateful words were here 
spoken by Noah, which then con- 
tinued to hang as an awful curse at 
least over the head of Ham, or Ca- 
naan, and so the Hamites would have 
to be thought of as under the inex- 
orable sway of an inescapable mis- 
fortune from which they could never 
free themselves, do what they will, 
all due to the ill-tempered utterance 
of a still half-drunken father. 

But these verses of Genesis 9: 
25-27 do contain a suggestive pre- 
view of historical development at 
least insofar as it shall affect the 
three sons of Noah. Not their whole 
history is previewed, but just a few 
notable aspects of their relation one 
to the other. 

As we have already stated, the 
person specifically involved in verse 


25 is Canaan, not Ham. Though the 
usual sequence at other times is 
Shem, Ham and Japheth, in this in- 
stance it is Canaan, Shem and Japh- 
eth. 

The obvious difference is not 
something that should be removed 
by certain devices of interpretation. 
Nor is this fact altered by the very 
correct observation that in Noah’s 
prophecy these three do not appear 
so much as individuals but as rep- 
resentatives of the families de- 
scended from them. Canaan here 
means Canaanites; Shem, Shemites; 
Japheth, Japhethites. This is a com- 
mon figure of speech whereby the 
father’s name stands, by metonymy, 
for his descendants. 

For another part of Scripture we 
happen to know who the descend- 
ants of Canaan are. Listed in Gen- 
esis 10:15-18, they are tribes, most 
of which are mentioned repeatedly 
in the Scriptures. They are Sidon, 
Heth, Jebusites, Amorites, Girgash- 
ites, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, Ar- 
vadites, | Zemarites, | Hamathites. 
Since Canaan and his descendants 
are so carefully identified in the 
Bible, there is all the less reason for 
claiming that Canaan stands for 
Ham. 

In fact, Genesis 10:6 telis us that 
Ham had four sons: Cush, Egypt, 
Put and Canaan. So Canaan repre- 

(Continued on page 47) 
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BLESSED 
ARE 
THE 
PEACEMAKERS 


THE BEATITUDES—VIII—How can we become peacemakers? By WILLIAM FITCH 


HE Beatitudes both define and describe the Chris- 
tian man. A Christian is a man who lives to 
please God. The world does not live in this way: that 


is the supreme difference between the Christian and’ 


the non-Christian. The Christian is concerned to serve 
and glorify and please God. 

“The great lesson which our blessed Lord inculcates 
here,” writes John Wesley, “and which he illustrates 
by his example, is that God is in all things, and that 
we are to see the Creator in the glass of the crea- 
ture: and that we should use and look upon nothing 
as separate from God, which indeed is a practical kind 
of atheism; but, with a true magnificence of thought, 
survey heaven and earth and all that is therein as 
contained by God in the hollow of His hand, Who by 
His eternal Presence holds them all in being, Who 
pervades and actuates the whole created frame, and 
is in a sense, the soul of the universe.” 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. 
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Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.” 


These are the marks of Christian character in its won- 
derful attractiveness, its strong passion for righteous- 
ness, its effective compassion and singleness of heart. 
This is what the Christian is meant to be. No man is 
truly Christ’s in whom such gifts and graces are not 
known. 

Our Lord now shows what His disciples are to do. 
Inward holiness—or spiritual wholeness—will mani- 
fest itself in specific ways. This Beatitude has to do 
more with conduct than with character, with action 
rather than with essential nature. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers.” The Christian is a 
peacemaker. He is a disciple of the Prince of Peace and 
is called to bring about peace among men, to break 
down all middle walls of partition between classes 
and races and individuals by making them first of all 
at peace with God. 

In the words of Bishop Gore the Christian is called 
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to “make atonement among men by way of atonement 
with God.” This is his mission and destiny. For this 
cause he is come into the world and become a partaker 
of Christ’s peace. He is a publisher of peace. In every 
relationship—domestic, ecclesiastical, social, national 
or international—he endeavors to prevent and allay 
variance and strife and to create peace. 

“True Christians,” writes A. W. Pink in his ex- 
position of the Sermon on the Mount, “are lovers of 
concord, promoters of unity, healers of breaches. They 
delight to pour oil on troubled waters, to reconcile 
those who are estranged, to right wrongs, to strengthen 
the kindly ties of friendship. As the sons of peace they 
bring into the fetid atmosphere of this world a breath 
from the pure and placid air of heaven. How much the 
world is indebted to their presence, only the Day to 
come will show.” 

All of this is involved in this Beatitude. It is the 
seventh in our Lord’s catalog of blessings and in a 
very real sense is the climax and consummation of 
them all. 

We must look then most carefully at this penetrat- 
ing word of our Lord. We must ask the right questions 
if we would discover for ourselves its message. Who 
are the peacemakers that are thus called the children 
of God? What is the peace that they offer and estab- 
lish? Within what boundaries do they operate? And in 
what way is it proved that they are called the children 
of God? 


FIRST PARTAKERS 


First of all, only they can be peacemakers who have 
been made partakers of Christ’s peace. 

This is fundamental. Our Lord here calls His dis- 
ciples peacemakers. This is the only occasion in the 
entire New Testament on which this word is used. It 
is a very daring, bold and entirely Christian concept. 
A disciple of Christ is by definition a peacemaker. He 
is, however, only so because he himself has become 
a partaker of Christ’s peace; and the peace that Christ 
gives is first of all peace of conscience and after that 
peace of heart and life. It is the peace of a great for- 
giveness, a peace flowing from divine pardon and sus- 
tained continually by an assurance of the eternal mercy 
of a loving Father in heaven. Peace has been called 
the characteristic blessing of the gospel of Christ. In- 
deed, Paul on one occasion describes the gospel as 
‘the gospel of peace’, and Peter speaks of the Apos- 
tolic evangelists as ‘preaching good tidings of peace 
by Jesus Christ’. Peace is therefore a virtual summary 
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of all gospel blessings. “Go into peace,” said our Lord 
to a heart He had miraculously blessed. And to His 
disciples in the Upper Room He said: “Peace I leave 
with you, My peace I give unto you.” Peace was His 
gift; and all who received it He sent forth to “publish 
the glad tidings of peace.” 

This must be stressed for many are only too ready 
to latch on to the ethics of Jesus whenever a verbal 
similarity of objective can be found without at the 
same time accepting the content which is implied in 
the words of our Lord. 

“Many humanists,” writes Carl Henry, “find great 
value in the Sermon on the Mount especially in its 
recognition of certain ideals which they themselves 
consider to be primary, especially the love and service 
of man and peace.” Charles F. Potter, one of the 
greatest exponents of humanism, has gone the length 
of saying: “Jesus raised His voice again and again on 
behalf of broad humanist ideals such as the spread of 
altruism, the brotherhood of man and peace on earth. 
It is clear that certain of the teachings of Jesus possess 
an ethical import that will always be pertinent for 
the human race and that the Jesus portrayed by the 
gospels represents one of the supreme personalities of 
history and a radiant martyr.” 


PEACE AFTER DESPAIR 


Writers and thinkers such as these will readily call 
on Jesus of Nazareth in support of their positions 
without acknowledging Him to be what He claimed 
to be and refusing to accept the full content of His 
message and teaching. To such men peacemaking is a 
facility and duty of the natural man. But not so speaks 
our Lord. Only they are peacemakers who have be- 
come partakers of His peace. Through storm and 
agony, through bitterness and mourning of spirit, 
through total bankruptcy and rending cataclysm of 
despair, they have reached the point of surrender and 
meekness and have entered into peace. Such men and 
women can never forget the wormwood and the gall. 
They know that they are at peace only through the 
merits of the Prince of Peace. They know, too, that the 
Christ who has brought them into peace has made 
them missionaries of that peace to all men. They 
know themselves to be new creatures in Christ Jesus 
and that for them all things have become new. 

Therefore with Paul they declare: “All things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconcili- 
ation. To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of recon- 
ciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
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though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (II Cor. 5: 
18-20). 

We must however note another emphasis. Only they 
can be peacemakers who are followers of the Prince 
of Peace. 

Our Lord Himself is our great example and pattern; 
and one of the supreme characteristics of His life is its 
peace. At the very center of His life, amidst all its 
vicissitudes and cares, there was always the undeniable 
sign of a great peace. It was the magnetism of this 
peace-possessing and peace-diffusing strength of Jesus 
that drew troubled hearts to Him. And because He 
knew He had this gift to bestow, He called men to 
Himself saying: “Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28). 

Our Lord was never distracted. He was always in 
command of the situation. Whether in a great com- 
pany of 5,000 men in great need of food or in a little 
boat in the midst of the storm on the Sea of Galilee, 
He always demonstrated the radiance and serenity of 
a heavenly peace. It would almost seem that His peace 
became the more manifest as the storm clouds grew 
darker. He certainly spoke more about His peace dur- 
ing the last terrible days of passion week. “Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me.” Peace possessed Him triumphantly and con- 
stantly. He was always relaxed, integrated, alert and 
gracious. His was an ordered life that continually 
manifested the beauty of peace. As we behold it we 
recognize that this is our pattern and example and that 
only as we share this peace can we ever hope to bring 
peace to others. 

But not only in His Person do we see the wonder of 
a great and sovereign peace, we see it also in His 








Police in Philadelphia say that greed got the best of a 41-year- 
old man accused of stealing cement. Officers say that Angelo Grisolia 
spent several hours loading 6,480 pounds of cement onto a borrowed 
truck—and then couldn’t move the truck because it got stuck in the 
sand under the overload. 

How many Christians have lost the freedom and joy of the life that 
should be ours in Christ because they have overloaded life with the 
things that self has chosen instead of those that draw us on! Have 
you recently examined the cargo of your truck? 
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ministry and mission. In this He fulfilled the Mas- 
sianic expectation. In the 72nd Psalm David proph- 
esies: “In his day shall the righteous flourish and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.” 
Isaiah saw Him as “the wonderful -counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace.” And all this was so mightily fulfilled in the 
days of His flesh. To harassed, distressed, disintegrat- 
ing lives He brought the gift of peace. To a world in 
conflict with itself, to societies that knew nothing of 
the peace of God He declared the way of peace. Peace 
was His gift to all who would receive it. 


PARADOX OF PEACE 


Yet paradoxically such peace produced conflict. 
“I came not to send peace on earth,” said our Lord, 
“but a sword.” For there is a false peace, a peace of 
compromise and accommodation, a peace of false- 
hood and error with which Christ will have nothing to 
do. There is a peace at any price which may well be a 
total denial of everything for which Christ stands. The 
peace, however, which Christ gives is founded on 
righteousness and truth and purity. It is the peace of 
which James speaks in his general Epistle: “The wis- 
dom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” Mark 
well the words—“first pure.” This is the peace of God 
which is revealed in Jesus Christ the Son of God. He is 
our Pattern and our Guide. If we would become par- 
takers in the blessedness of the seventh Beatitude, we 
must be followers of the Prince of Peace. We must 
suffer the Holy Spirit so to control our minds and 
spirits that the fruit of the Holy Spirit will be seen in 
us, the fruit which is first love, then joy, and after- 
wards ‘peace’. 

Such following of Jesus Christ is no simple task. It 
calls for constant vigilance, self-discipline and untiring 
intercession. Faithful disciples make great peace- 
makers. Watchfulness and prayerfulness are indis- 
pensable to the great ministry of publishing and 
securing peace amongst men. We must follow the Lord. 
As we do, increasingly and unceasingly we will find 
ourselves becoming instruments and channels of His 
peace and our lives being made more and more a 
benediction to men. 

Only they are true peacemakers who are preachers 
of the gospel of peace. 

Long centuries before our Lord proclaimed the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, Isaiah had lifted up his voice and 
said: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 

(Continued on page 36) 
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What is your church doing 
to its families? 
Tearing them apart or building 
them up? 
fAM y 


hi‘ family-centered is your church? Does it give spiritual strength to 
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Christian families, does it tear them apart individual by individual 
or does it neglect them altogether? 

One way to determine how your church rates is to scan your church 
calendar. Are families exhorted to do things together, and then separated 
every night in the week by church activities? 

Family Nights, when families are free to be together, should be a part 
of church planning, with other meetings grouped as necessary. Beyond 
merely keeping that night free, however, churches need to help modern 
families know what to do when they are together. 

Sadly enough, some families feel utterly helpless at the prospect of a 
whole evening together! Father goes to the garage to tinker, Mother 
sinks down to catch up on some reading, the children sit before the TV, 
or complain that they cannot go out with their friends. 

The church can benefit the families in its care by offering specific sug- 
gestions for family activities. This needs to be done week by week until 
each family learns how to play together and be mutually interested in one 
another. 


















Some such training may be given through family 
nights at church, where large mixed groups enjoy sing- 
ing and playing games together. Perhaps there can 
be a missionary film, before the families separate into 
graded groups for prayer or missionary meetings. 

Churches are finding family camps a wholesome 
training ground for family living that is distinctively 
Christian. In a new atmosphere, families may more 
readily break old patterns, learn to have devotions 
together, talk more freely to each other of what is 
really near their hearts, learn the joys of outdoor fun 
and discover new hobbies. 

“Family-centered” church thinking will produce 
numerous other ways of helping. Homes which are 
established and strong in the faith—and in living in 
it—have much to offer those which are not. One family 
may invite the other in for family devotions, demon- 
strating in concrete fashion how to make this time 
varied and beneficial to each age level. Or several 
families may gather to discuss how they can make their 
homes more Christian—with children taking part as 
well as adults. Parents alone may gather to discuss the 
problem of TV—or children may gain understanding 
by participating. If these groupings are carefully ar- 
ranged, so that the family of new Christians is put 
with several more mature Christian families, “grass 
roots” training can be rapid and effective. New Chris- 
tian families, or those with one Christian parent, need 
help in having fun in wholesome ways. 


PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY 


Sunday morning can become more meaningful for 
church families too. If pastors would announce sermon 
Scriptures ahead of time and encourage families to 
read and discuss the topic, perhaps trying to think what 
the pastor will bring to them on it, Sunday morning 
sermons would go forth in an atmosphere electric with 
interest and anticipation. Of course, it would put pas- 
tors on their toes in preparation! The stimulating effect 
would be worth all the effort. Imagine the glances in 
the Jones’ pew as the pastor began to speak on the 
point that John had insisted was most important to 
stress for this congregation! Or how intently everyone 
in the Smith family would listen to get the meaning 
of a verse that they had found to be an enigma. How 
much more intelligent the remarks at the door after 
church would be! 

And what delightful singing when one hymn, the 
“hymn of the month,” is sung each Sunday, while at 
the same time each family is encouraged to sing it at 

Dr. LeBar is professor of Christian education at Wheaton 
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family devotions and to memorize it. Church-family 
traditions can be built up that have unifying heart- 
pulling force against the disintegrating power of the 
world. 

Some communities have excellent secular agencies, 
not Christian themselves but worth utilizing. A family 
agency may present the modern sociological approach 
to family living—followed by a discussion led by the 
pastor or a panel of Christian parents as to the rele- . 
vance of what was said to Christian family living. 

Many young Christian parents feel the need for a 
course on the Christian rearing of children. But older 
adults have their own problems too. How - many 
churches face the real problems of the middle-aged 
adult? Why not realistically face the fact that even 
adults over forty have their own moral problems, and 
that marriages and homes break up after long years 
of seeming peace? Sunday school classes for adults 
could do more in gearing the Word into the daily living 
of adults. 

Resource materials are available for those who. wish 
to receive help through reading, or to improve their 
ability to help others. Christian magazines often deal 
with family living from an evangelical viewpoint. Chris- 
tian books provide practical suggestions in Christian 
training for parents of young children. Numerous books 
furnish delightful “read-aloud” pleasure for the family, 
as well as meet specific needs. Hobby books and miaga- 
zines seem to cover every conceivable subject. The 
church that cares can build its library thoughtfully 
and train its families to make use of what it gathers. 

Resources ought to.grow rather than diminish with 
use. As families are stimulated to try out new ways of 
living and playing together, they can contribute the 
ideas gained from experience. In this day of photogra- 
phy, groups of interested adults could produce a script 
and slides to pass on to young people or young fam- 
ilies of various methods of having family altars, or 
illustrate Christian solutions to common family prob- 
lems. Such a project would be profitable both to the 
group making it and to the church audiences who 
would view it over a. period of time. 

Of course, the key to. a family-centered church is 
the pastor. His interest in the Christian family life of 
his membership will be contagious. 

He has opportunities to conduct courses for young 
people in dating and marriage; to offer pre-marital 
counseling to all who seek it; to dedicate new homes; 
to counsel families in their problems; and to relate 
his sermons to the home life of his congregation. 

Even beyond this, he can set a good example of 
Christian home life in the parsonage. One of the great- _ 
est problems of a minister is to keep- his own family 

(Continued on page 48) 
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. par is no doubt that this century is witnessing 
a resurgence of interest in non-medical healing. 
But why? What are the underlying reasons for the 
renewed interest? If we understood these reasons, per- 
haps we would have a clue to understanding some ap- 
parently contradictory doctrines and practice. Why are 
there so many new societies, new books, new discus- 
sion groups, all concerned with a non-medical approach 
to healing disease in man? 

On the patients’ part, is it disappointment, after pre- 
mature hopes, with the limitations of scientific medi- 
cine? 

Is it a reaction against increasingly materialistic 
concepts of therapy, and a nostalgia for some ap- 
preciation of the mystical and supernatural in dealing 
with a personality that is something more than an ani- 
mal body? 

Is it a reaction against the secularization, and even 
commercialization of medicine, a process which seems 
to forget that it is dealing with man made in the image 
of God? 

On the Church's part, is it an indication of dissat- 
isfaction with the lifeless formality of many congre- 
gations, and a mistaken seeking after spiritual signs 
rather than fundamental spiritual revival? 

Or is it a sincere conviction (rightly or wrongly) 
that the Church’s relative failure is due to disobedi- 
ence and neglect of its duty? 

On the Christian public’s part, is it alarm at the in- 
creasing cost and elaborate organization of modern 
medical missions in contrast with the simplicity of our 
Lord and His immediate disciples in New Testament 
days? 

In each of these hypotheses reaction is to implied 
failure which stems from a grain of valid criticism. 
What we need to discover is how valid is the criticism, 
how great is the real or imagined failure, how reason- 
able or profitable is the reaction, and how right is the 
proposed remedy? 

In his book The Healing Ministry in the Church, 


THE HEALING MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH by Bernard 
Martin. John Knox Press. 125 pp. $3.00. The reviewer 
is Dr. F. C. Maddox, M.A., M.B., B.Chir., medical su- 
perintendent, of The Christian Hospital, Manorom, 
Thailand, with the Overseas Missionary Fellowship. 
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According to the author of a new book, the Church is neglecting one of 
its prime duties—the ministry of healing. Reviewed by F. C. Maddox 


Pastor Bernard Martin recognizes several of the ele- 
ments suggested above, but his main thesis is that the 
Church is neglecting one of its prime duties enjoined 
by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; he poses certain 
questions, outlines the course of study, and concludes 
his Introduction: 


“Thus we hope to help the Church to realize 
that this aspect of her ministry can be ignored 
no longer.” 


The basis of study is essentially the Bible and early 
Church history, and for this reason alone deserves 
the careful attention of all Christian people. It is also 
a well recognized and defensible point of view with 
which we should be cognizant in order to decide for 
ourselves whether the interpretations and deductions 
are fully justified or consistent with the whole tenor of 
Scripture. The doctrine pivots on the significance of our 
Lord’s miracles (especially the healing ones), on the 
significance of our Lord’s instructions to His disciples, 
and on the practice of the early Church. Theologically 
Martin believes there is an intimate relationship be- 
tween forgiveness of sin and healing of the body, that 
the redemptive work of Christ on the Cross is valid 
for the whole man, and that “liberation from sickness 
is a real and convincing sign of liberation from sin.” 

Though this last point is explicitly stated in the case 
of the paralytic (Mark 2:5-12), we doubt the wisdom 
of a general deduction from this one instance. Cer- 
tainly Christ died to redeem the whole of man, but to 
regard physical healing as a contemporaneous part of 
forgiveness seems an unjustifiable extension of doc- 
trine and unsupportable in experience. 

I prefer the view that the healing miracles of Jesus 
Christ were evidence of His Messiahship, of His su- 
preme divine sovereignty, .and of God’s concern for 
the whole of man; similarly the power and specific 
instructions He gave His disciples were for similar pur- 
poses—to identify them with the Master and attest 
their authority which was derived from Him. 

Martin believes that miraculous healing was com- 
mon in the time of the Acts and continued through the 
first centuries; he quotes Dr. Evelyn Frost (Chris- 
tian Healing) and from several of the early Fathers. 
But other historians and theologians (e.g. B. B. War- 
field in Miracles: Yesterday and Today and J. S. 
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McEwen in the Scottish Journal of Theology, 1954) 
find slender grounds for believing in the extension of 
special powers on any significant scale, nor any for the 
belief that the Church should continue to possess 
special powers of healing. 

These are opposing points of view; it is for the 
reader of Martin’s book to read critically and make 
his decision on where the truth or the right emphasis 
lies. 

Multiplicity of ill-defined terms is another source 
of popular confusion; even when we confine ourselves 
to aspects clearly related to Christianity there are 
several in common use. Some people use the terms 
faith healing, miraculous healing, spiritual healing or 
divine healing almost interchangeably, while for others 
each of these has a particular connotation making it 
the more or the less acceptable, according to one’s 
viewpoint. In this book Martin uses divine healing to 
denote miraculous healing by the Lord Jesus Christ 
while on earth, by His first disciples and through the 
Church in His Name. Clearly that is a true meaning 
and use unless it implies that only such healing is 
of divine origin. 

All true healing is in the last analysis divine, and 
increasing knowledge reveals that even ordinary tis- 
sue-repair is “miraculous” as far as scientific explan- 
ation can at present go. The simplest and the most 
complicated surgery is finally dependent on tissue-re- 
pair; diseases such as pneumonia or malaria are not 
cured by penicillin or chloroquine, but these modern 
drugs are used to kill the invading micro-organisms 
and so allow the body to effect the natural processes 
of repair in lung or blood or other organ. The same 
principle is traceable through all scientific medicine 


and therefore, we should be careful to acknowledge 
the hand of God at all times. Martin recognizes this 
in some measure and makes some very pertinent ob- 
servations; he repudiates any sense of opposition 
between divine healing and medical science or any su- 
periority of one method over another and concludes: 


“. . . We dissociate ourselves firmly from those 
who claim that faith in the Lord who heals must 
involve as a consequence the rejection of any 
human aid, and who condemn recourse to medi- 
cal science as a sign of unbelief. The unbelief of 
the Church lies not in her members having re- 
course to medical science; it lies in the refusal to 
seek healing from Him who alone can give it, 
even if it means human collaboration.” 


This makes clear Martin’s position and does some- 
thing to redress the balance of the book. 

Chapter 5 on “Sin and Sickness” and chapter 3 on 
“Elements of a Doctrine of Healing” may well be 
considered together. Much in them is excellent: sound 
biblical doctrine and salutary warnings against com- 
mon misconceptions. The basic cause of all sickness 
is sin, originating in disobedience to God; but that 
does not mean there is a casual relationship between 
a particular illness and particular sin in the patient or 
anyone else. It may occasionally be so, but the as- 
sertion of such a principle and its common extensions 
are productive of much distorted thinking. 


“The healing ministry in the Church of Jesus 
Christ is one of the most effective means of glori- 
fying God in the person of His Son, our Lord. 
It is not a question of healing for the sake of 
healing. Healing is not an aim in itself. It has no 
other aim but the glorification of God.” 





FOUR 
OTHER 


VIEWS 
by 


an Episcopalian rector, 
a Pentecostal leader, 

a Christian psychiatrist, 

and a biblical theologian. 


August 196] 


Alfred W. Price, rector of St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 
Philadelphia, and warden of 
The International Order of 
Saint Luke the Physician, 
comments: 


One of the most significant spiritual 
developments in the last thirty odd 
years has been the re-emergence of 
spiritual healing in the Christian 
Churches. Moreover it has come to 
stay. 

This ministry of the Church suf- 
fered a decline in earlier generations, 
and the whole subject of suffering be- 
came confused in the minds of people. 
Faith became a term for religious feel- 
ings, sickness became allied with the 


will of God, prayer became an ex- 
pression of resignation, and suffering 
as such became regarded as “sharing 
in the sufferings of Christ.” The 
Church today is challenging these tra- 
ditions, and is responding to the urge 
to set its house in order. Hence the 
need for healing services in which 
healing can be related to the whole 
body of truth as it is revealed in 
Christ. Healing is only one of the 
spiritual activities of the Church, and 
it must not be dissociated from the 
others. Where dissociation occurs heal- 
ing becomes a cult or an end in itself. 
This is inevitable in many movements 
outside the Church, to which many 
Church people resort where the mes- 
sage is not given by the Church. 

Healing is of major importance, but 
it is not our religion. It is an integral 
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In addition, the analysis of the healing of the par- 
alytic at the Beautiful Gate has several excellent fea- 
tures. Unfortunately there is also a good deal in these 
chapters with which we cannot agree. The theme 
running through is that as there is a relation between 
sin and sickness, so there must be between forgive- 
ness and healing. For example, referring to Matthew 
8:17 Martin writes: 





on what God has prepared to free him from 
sickness. 


Thus we again find that link between forgiveness 
and healing which we have already noted be- 
tween sin and sickness. Even if it is not possible 
to determine beforehand in what manner phys- 
ical healing and sanctification can be linked to- 
gether, nor in what chronological order, it is 
nevertheless essential that, in the mind of the 


“Here we have an absolutely clear indication of 
the link between the work of spiritual redemp- 
tion and that of healing. Fundamentally, there is 
no real distinction between the two. Jesus wills 
the salvation of men. In giving them, through 
expiation, release from the power of sin, He has 
included release from that external and visible 
sign of sin which is disease.” 


A little further on: 


“This does not at all mean that the believer will 
be exempt from sickness; he is, in fact, exposed 
to it throughout his life on earth, as he is to 
temptation. And neither can he assert that temp- 
tation is powerless against him, nor can he say 
he is invulnerable to the attacks of disease. But 
as he can depend on the fact that God, having 
allowed temptation, has also ‘prepared the means 
of getting free of it,’ he has the right to depend 


person acting in this ministry, the conviction of 
this dependence should be firmly fixed.” 


I do not believe there is adequate evidence to sup- 
port such doctrine; its exposition involves too many 
difficulties and inconsistencies. We believe full salva- 
tion may be accepted by faith now, but it is not fully 
realized till our Lord Jesus Christ comes again—a fact 
which is particularly obvious in the physical realm. 

In a book such as this one obviously expects to 
find some reference to a philosophy of suffering but 
equally obviously one cannot expect a full treatise, 
nor complain of omissions. 

In chapter 7 (Personal or Church Ministry?) Mar- 
tin returns to give a fuller explanation of his Intro- 
duction. There he explained his choice of title which 
emphasizes the collective responsibility of the Church 
rather than the exercise of a personal gift. In the later 





part of religion, and if you remove or 
cut an integral part you destroy the 
pattern and make it a _ patchwork. 
Healing may be mediated through 
medical treatments and material rem- 
edies, but healing is not limited to 
the physical realm. There is more 
healing in the spiritual realm of faith 
than in any other. 

Some clergy hesitate in introducing 
the message and ministry of healing, 
either from a sense of their own in- 
adequacy, or from fear lest the re- 
sults should be disappointing, or that 
sufferers who are not healed might lose 
their faith. 

(1) Inadequacy. The answer is Or- 
dination. We are ordained ministers 
of the Church to present the Church’s 
Adequacy, i.e., the life-giving Mysti- 
cal Body of Christ. 

(2) Disappointing Results. This is 
a problem only where physical heal- 
ing has become an end in_ itself. 


Christ’s healing is for body, mind and - 


spirit,—the tripartite being of man. 

(3) Unhealed Sufferers. If the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit were excluded from 
ministering to the sick the results 
would be calamitous not only for the 
unhealed but for the healed also. One 


of the prayers for ministering Christ’s 
healing is an example of the sanity 
and sanctity of the use of this min- 
istry. “Our Holy Lord fill full your 
life with His healing grace, and abide 
in you. Cast out every weakness and 
fill you with His strength: cast out 
every shadow and fill you with His 
light: cast out every fear and fill you 
with His love. Our Holy Lord possess 
your whole being with His infinite 
and perfect love, shelter you in His 
peace, protect you from all evil, and 
heal you in body, mind, and spirit, 
to the glory of His name. Amen.” 

Medical science and spiritual heal- 
ing should go hand in hand. Doctors 
and clergy are meant to co-operate 
with each other in the healing of the 
whole man. It is abundantly true that 
medical science is blessed by God, 
but it is still largely materialistic in 
its methods. The Church has yet to 
know itself as the Body of Christ, 
through which He speaks the word 
and stretches out His hand to heal, by 
a direct spiritual ministry. 

The Christian ideal is a God-filled 
personality, not for health’s sake, but 
for God’s sake, and for the sake of 
our fellow men. 


Harvey Bartle, Jr., Philadel- 
phia psychiatrist, and lecturer 
in psychiatry at Eastern Bap- 
tist Seminary, comments: 


From the standpoint of medicine 
and psychiatry I think its concept of 
faith healing or faith in healing as an 
adjunct to or in cooperation with the 
best of medical care is sound. When 
it comes to evaluating the results of 
faith healing this is a most difficult 
field and would probably be best not 
delineated because coincidences and 
spontaneous recovery for a variety of 
supposed reasons are common in med- 
icine and may be very misleading. 
The book insists any sort of faith 
healing must be carried on through 
the organized church; to me _ this 
seems unnecessary. 


David J. duPlessis, former 
secretary of the Pentecostal 
World Fellowship, comments: 

At last I have found the book for 
which I have been waiting for many 
years, on the subject of divine heal- 
ing. I have been thrilled with the 
writings of John Alexander Dowie, 
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chapter he sounds a warning against individualism 
and independence in words which cover more than 
just the subject of healing and which are particularly 
timely in evangelical circles today. By his examples 
Martin recognizes that the gifts and ministry of the 
Church are only exercised through individuals; is there 
then a marked distinction between the power and 
authority given to the Church and the personal gifts 
to individuals? May it not be that the spiritual gifts 
of I Corinthians 12:1-11 are often the natural en- 
dowment and disciplined faculties which have been 
wholly dedicated to God and wholly inspired and 
utilized by the Holy Spirit for the glory of God and 
upbuilding of His Church? (cf. Eph. 4:11, 12) 

The remaining chapters concern some more prac- 
tical aspects of the ministry of healing. The chapter 
on sacraments is in line with the rest of the book in 
exaggerating the significance of certain of our Lord’s 
sayings and doings. However, Martin does make a 
concession and allow us to regard the laying on of 
hands and anointing with oil as “sacramental” acts 
rather than as sacraments of equal importance with 
baptism and the Holy Communion. It is interesting to 
note in passing that Martin’s interpretation of James 
5:14 is at least questionable. The Greek word used 


here for anoint is the one less commonly used when 

a sacramental act is indicated, but it is the one more: 
commonly used in the sense of a medicinal appli- 
cation. This suggests to some of us that the use of 
God-given modern medicines and therapeutic methods 
is more than permissible, and that the emphasis of the 
passage James 5:13-16 is not on the methods used 
(faith alone or faith and works) but rather on inter- 
cessory prayer. 

In chapter 11 the author deals with some of the 
popular questions on “Failures,” and reasonably points 
out some flaws in loose criticism. But it is not entirely 
satisfying. Throughout the book we are told emphati- 
cally that healing is the will of God for all, that if 
healing is not attained, it is due to lack of faith on the. 
part of someone. On the other hand, death is recog- 
nized as inevitable but is not to be regarded as failure. 


“Experience proves that those who have really 

kept up the fight in faith until the end, were not 

made conscious at that moment of the collapse 

of faith which so many people seem to fear.” 
What sort of faith is this? If faith for healing, then it 
proved wrong; but if the faith was not proved wrong, 
did not collapse, then it must have been faith for 

(Continued on page 46) 





A. B. Simpson, Andrew Murray and 
many others, but never did any of 
them satisfy my desire for a book 
that could be used as a text book 
that would cover the subject from 
every angle on a thoroughly scrip- 
tural basis. Now I am satisfied that 
this writer has read all the best avail- 
able materials and he has succeeded 
to collect and arrange very simply all 
the great essentials in the doctrine 
and practice of divine healing. 

Forty years of experience in the 
pentecostal ministry of healing has 
taught me that, “In practice there is 
no established method of healing.” 
In this and all other findings in this 
book I agree completely, and there- 
fore I gladly recommend it to preach- 
ers, teachers and seekers after truth. 


George Eldon Ladd, professor 
of biblical theology, Fuller 
Theological Seminary, com- 
ments: 

Martin is correct in recognizing heal- 


ings as signs of the new order which 
Jesus came to introduce. However, he 


August 1961 


fails to recognize an equally important 
fact: that the new age has not displaced 
the old age but has entered into it, or 
rather, runs parallel with it. (See re- 
viewer’s The Gospel of the Kingdom, 
Chaps. 1 and 2.) 

The redeemed therefore now live in 
two ages. We have received in part, but 
in reality, the blessings of the age to 
come; but we still are bound by the 
frailty and mortality of the old age. 
“Your bodies are dead [i.e., dying] 
because of sin, your spirits are alive 
because of righteousness” (Rom. 8:10). 
Death, disease, decay, weakness all be- 
long to the old order. Even though our 
Lord has “abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to life through 
the gospel” (II Tim. 1:10), we still live 
in mortal bodies and, if the Lord tar- 
ries, we shall die. The life we experi- 
ence is primarily in the realm of the 
spirit; our bodies are still subject to the 
encroachments of decay and death. 

Martin fails to prove that the re- 
demptive work of Christ bears a dif- 
ferent relationship to death than it does 
to sickness. Jesus raised the dead, as 
well as healed the sick; and the apostles 


exercised the same power over death 
and over sickness. Therefore, if one of 
the present blessings of redemption is 
deliverance from sickness, it inevitably 
follows that this blessing should also 
include deliverance from death. 

Jesus’ deliverance from both sickness 
and death are signs of the presence of 
the Kingdom of God, as well as pledges 
of ultimate deliverance in the consum- 
mated Kingdom. However, they were 
signs which were not universally exer- 
cised, but were outward anticipations, 
given only in specific instances, of the 
ultimate promise of the redemption of 
the body. This final redemption will 
include creation itself (Rom. 8:21). 

The firstfruits which all believers 
possess is the indwelling, life-giving 
Holy Spirit; but in our mortal bodies 
we continue to groan under the burden 
of weakness, decay, disease and death 
while we await the consummated re- 
demption (Rom. 8:23). This is not to 
say that God does not still, in isolated 
instances, perform wonderful acts of 
healing; however, this blessing, along 
with deliverance from death, belongs to 
the age to come, not to the present age. 
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What should you do when the government 
orders you to do one thing and your conscience tells 


you to do the opposite? 
By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


WV the government tells you to do one thing 
and your conscience tells you to do the opposite, 
what do you do? 

If your country tells you to fight a war of aggression 
and plunder, do you obey or disobey? 

This is the conflict between the individual’s con- 
science and the dictates of his government. 

Let us look at the Scripture: “There is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been in- 
stituted by God” (Rom. 13:1). In other words, anyone 
who resists the authorities resists God’s appointed serv- 
ants and will incur judgment, not only from the au- 
thorities but from God Himself. 

In fact, the man who disobeys earthly authority and 
“gets away with it” during this life will face it here- 
after as a sin of civil disobedience and will be judged 
for it. This will be a factor in downgrading the Chris- 
tian’s eternal reward, and in God’s condemnation of 
the unbeliever when he is judged according to his 
works (Rev. 20:13). 

But what if the law is unjust? What if the govern- 
ment itself is ruthlessly evil? 

Bishop Anders Nygren of Sweden comments: 
“There are good and bad authorities, God-fearing and 
godless governments. There are -ome authorities that 
will use their powers in harmony with God’s will, and 
others that misuse their powers and trample the will of 
God under their feet. 


This is the fourth in the series entitled, The Christian 
and His Country.” The entire series is available in booklet 
form from the editorial offices of ETERNITY under the title, 
“Caesar's or God's?” at a cost of $.25. 


“But Paul is not now talking about such distinctions. 
He is speaking of that which all authorities have in 
common, namely that they are instituted by God. That 
there are governments in the world is not an arbitrary 
invention of man’s; it is a fact ordained by God. Thus 
it is God who grants power to the governments, 

“Tt does not at all follow that actions of the govern- 
ments are ethically approved. God uses even unworthy 
and culpable men as means to the accomplishment of 
His purposes (Acts 4:24-28). But on the other hand 
the offences of governments do not undo the fact that it 
is God who has given the power—even the power 
which they misuse—and that He can use even unright- 
eousness for the accomplishment of His purpose.” 

Here is the paradox of the Christian. We are free 
from all law except the law of Christ, and yet we are to 
be so obedient to human law that men will know that 
we are subject for Jesus’ sake. 

This world is ruled by principalities and powers un- 
der the leadership of Satan (Eph. 6:12); yet we are 
free from those powers and know no dominion except 
that of the Lord Jesus Christ. However, Christian lib- 
erty is no excuse for anarchy. We are freed from all 
law in order to be subject to Christ, who, in turn, sets 
us in the midst of the world, subject to earthly powers 
which sometimes act in a most devilish way. 

Do Christians ever obey their Christian conscience 
instead of the law of the land? Certainly they do. 

This is what pacifists do. I have thought a great deal 
about the problem of bearing arms and these are my 
con¢lusions. These conclusions will not satisfy every- 
body. Some who want to hide behind legalistic prin- 
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ciples will find no support in them. I do not come to 
my conclusions because the churches teaches one po- 
sition or another, for the Bible shows clearly that the 
church is not to teach; the church is to be taught. 

No individual, therefore, may hide behind a church 
in deciding his position. The Reformed churches and 
many other denominations hold that the believer must 
bear arms and accept the responsibilities of war. The 
majority of the Quakers and Mennonites, on the con- 
trary, require their members to refuse to bear arms. I 
am convinced that no individual should allow the 
church to think for him. When consciences are revealed 
at the judgment seat of Christ, the individual will ac- 
count for his decisions, not for the barriers behind 
which he took refuge. 

Article I of the constitution of the Russian revolu- 
tion, adopted by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics in 1924, contains the following: “In order 
fully to protect the achievements of the workers’ and 
peasants’ revolution, the Russian Socialist Federated 
Republic declares it to be the duty of all the citizens 
of the Republic to protect their Socialist country and 
introduces conscription. The honorable right to defend 
the revolution by force of arms is bestowed only on 
the workers. Non-working elements have to carry out 
other military duties.” 

This position, appropriate for an atheistic govern- 
ment, is an ancient one. Christ said to His disciples, 
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them” (Matt. 20:25). Macaulay described the thought 
of the ancient Romans in the words of “Horatius at 
the Bridge”: 

For how can man die better 
Than in facing fearful odds 

For the ashes of his fathers 
And the temples of his gods? 


THE OTHER SIDE 


But there is another side. In the course of my min- 
istry I have counseled many young men about their 
position before the draft board. Shortly.after President 
Wilson declared war on Germany in 1917, I left theo- 
logical seminary to enlist in the United States Army. 
The question of conscience simply did not cross my 
mind, for I had been raised in an atmosphere where 
stories of war and soldiery were commonplace. In my 
boyhood days, a cousin in the uniform of the United 
States Cavalry seemed glamorous. An older sister 
married an Army officer who became a general. My 
grandfather served in the Confederate Army, and a 
more remote ancestor served under General Daniel 
Morgan in the American Revolution. But since then, 
I have learned much more about life, much more about 
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the Bible, and, I believe, much more about the Lord ' 
Jesus Christ and how He wants us to live. ; 

As the result of conversations with young men who 
have been through World War II, my viewpoint has 
changed. One young man born in Germany was forced 
to join the Hitler-youth at the age of twelve, and was 
given a make-believe gun. During his early teens, 
Allied pressure began to crush his country, and he did 
not know whether he would be forced against the 
Russian or the American jaw of the vise. 


“I WILL NOT FIGHT” 


In conversation with such a man, more is learned 
from the set of his jaw, the glint of his eye, the con- 
traction of his fist, the firm resolve of his bearing, than 
from what he says. Who knows what the Holy Spirit 
was teaching this keen believer in Christ while his 
world was crashing? A bomb struck his own house, 
and he saw it consumed by flames. From a hilltop he 
watched great air battles, and every night he heard the 
roar of guns. 

When he came to live in the United States, the draft 
board summoned him. He said to me, “I will not fight.” 
“But,” I replied, “suppose they put you in prison?” 

“I will go to prison.” 

“What if they threaten to deport you?” 

“T will go back to Germany or to some other coun- 
try.” 

“If you should marry and have a family, would you 
resist Russian soldiers entering your home?” 

“T would let them enter.” 

“Suppose one of them threatened your wife or 
daughter?” 

“T would try to stop him but I would not kill him.” 

“But suppose he killed you?” 

“T would be in Heaven.” 

“What about your wife and children?” 

“God would take care of them.” 

Now there was a calm, spiritual sanity about this 
young fellow which showed the depths of the work of 
the Lord in his life. This was how the Lord had led him 
and that was all there was to it. 

Another young man I know has a different attitude 
towards militarism. He volunteered for naval service 
and became a pilot. When his first period of service 
expired, he decided to stay in the Navy. His argument 
was, “Who will defend this country in time of war? 
It will be the pilot who is capable and knows the new 
techniques. Some of us must stay in and train the 
cadets so that we will have an adequate air force.” 
Then, gazing at his hands, he said, “I pray the Lord 
every day that I may never have to use the destructive 

(Continued on page 37) 
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PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY 


NO WAITING PERIODS! 


To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
No. 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance—UNTIL NOW—cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
the Gold Star Policy is offered only to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day and as long as 
you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be 
used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills—anything you wish. 
Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how 
long you remain in the hospital or how often you are sick. And 
the present low rate on your policy can never be raised simply 
because you get old, or have too many claims, but only in the 
event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all policyholders! 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospital 


Christian Leaders say— 


DR. J. PALMER MUNTZ, Long-time President, Winona 
Lake Bible Conference: “For years I have been hoping 
that someone would provide accident and hospitalization 
imsurance at the lower rates warranted by non-drinkers. 
I am glad that such a plan has finally been developed 
by my very good personal friend, Arthur De Moss, who 
is known the country over as a man of integrity and 
sterling Christian character. There certainly is no cover- 
age anywhere which can compare and I know I wouldn’t 
be without it.” 


JEROME HINES, Leading bass with the Metropolitan 
Opera Company: “I have long been associated with Art 
De Moss in Christian work. I know few people with his 
driving and sincere desire to promote the gospel of Christ 
in every way. And now it is a pleasure to be able to 
recommend this most excellent insurance plan for non- 
drinkers. Knowing Art as I do and his fine Christian zeal, 
I am sure the Lord will bless his efforts in every way.” 


DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Tenn., and three-time President South- 
ern Baptist Convention: 

“After looking over and reading what is said in the Gold 
Star Hospitalization Policy, I must say that it is the most 
unique and unusual and appealing policy I have ever heard 
of. For your part in making known to me this wonderful 
policy and the benefits thereof, I am, and shall be as 
long as I live, most grateful.” 





—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illness, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or months, 
and could cost thousands of dollars. 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks lose 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debt 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to you, 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells you it is 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage at 
any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy, you 
would receive $100 per week in cash, as long as you remain in the 
hospital. If your hospital stay is less than one week, you still collect 
at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you are already covered by 
another policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, 
and will pay you directly, in addition to your present policy. 


This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month for 
each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. For 
each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s protection. 
And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium is only $6 a 
month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital Plan, 
there is no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, no limit 
on the number of times you can collect (and the Company can never 
cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 
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Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will call. 
In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your friends or some trusted advisor. Make sure: it 
provides exactly what we've told you it does. Then, if for any 
reason whatsoever you are not fully satisfied, just mail your 
‘policy back within ten days, and we'll cheerfully refund your 
entire premium by return mail, with no questions asked. So, 
you see, you have everything to gain and nothing to lose. 
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Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


This Plan Offered Exclusively by 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
and Affiliates 


“Special Protection for Special Peopie” 
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What can be done about this lack of clergymen? 


Joe: I can’t fight this thing any 
longer. I want to become a minister. 
Pastor: How has your family taken 
this, Joe? 

Joe: Oh, Dad says I should make 
my own decision. 

Pastor: And your mother? 

Joe: She wants me to go into en- 
gineering. She says I don’t know my 
own mind. 

Pastor: Well? 

Joe: That’s just the thing. In some 
ways I’m sure about the ministry. 
But then—well, engineering has 
pretty good pay. And then nobody 
in my family thinks like a preacher, 
if you know what I mean. 

This conversation in a pastor’s liv- 
ing room points up a prevalent need 
in many churches, a need for com- 
petent and mature counseling for 
young men whom God may be call- 
ing into the ministry. How can we 
guide these young people, and do it 
in the most spiritually perceptive 
manner? 

This is a momentous question, for 
a depletion in the supply of pulpit 
manpower is a sure way to strangle 
the throat of the total Christian en- 
terprise. 

Another question—more serious 
perhaps in its long-range implica- 


The author is your director of the 
Baptist General Conference. His last 
article was “Do Young People Know 
How to Worship?” (December, 1959). 


tions—is this: why are so many theo- 
logical seminaries nowadays plagued 
by slumping enrolments? 

Fewer and fewer of our young 
men, it seems, are interested in pre- 
paring for the ministry. Liberal and 
evangelical Protestantism alike faces 
this headache. 

In his report to his denomina- 
tion’s annual meeting last summer a 
seminary president touched on this 
shortage, saying, “There exists gen- 
erally an apparent lack in both the 
quality and quantity of available 
candidates for the ministry. This is a 
double-edged problem cutting away 
at the heart of most denominations 
today. 

“To illustrate,’ he went, “Our 
school’s enrolment in the last five 
years has decreased 11 per cent.” 

The dip in seminary enrolments 
reflects at least in part in the short- 
age of ministers many denomina- 
tions report. According to a survey 
of three years ago, for instance, the 
American Baptists who at that time 
had 6372 congregations reported a 
ministerial deficit of 1272. The 
Methodists who had 39,845 pulpits 
had a shortage of 15,804 ministers 
while the Presbyterian USA with 
8329 congregations spoke of an 1829- 
man deficit. 

Why this shortage of ministers? 
And why the reticence of young peo- 
ple to enter its ranks? 


By Gunnar Hoglund 


Is it the offshoot of a general state 
of spiritual lethargy in our young 
people? Does it reflect a general I- 
don’t-care spirit? Or could the lure 
of high salaries in other professions 
be just too much? Do young men 
shy away from the ministry because 
of faulty instruction in our churches? 
In our anxiety to get across the point 
that every Christian is, in actuality, 
engaged in full-time Christian serv- 
ice—whether he fits pipes as a 
plumber or plows the fields as a 
farmer—have we unwittingly re- 
moved from the ministry some of 
the drama and “specialness” that it 
deserves? 

Or could it be, as some people 
insist, that in this whole business we 
are invading an area that should be 
left exclusively to the Holy Spirit; 
and that our seminary enrolment 
slumps are the price we are paying 
for meddling in matters that don’t be- 
long to us? 

After all, these people say, the 
Scriptures instruct us to pray that the 
Lord, not pastors or youth leaders 
or parents, should “send forth labor- 
ers into the harvest” (Luke 10:2). 

Whatever the reasons, these prob- 
lems have aroused the concern of a 
good number of people. Growing de- 
nominations and _ fellowships of 
churches demand a generous reser- 
voir of young men to fill the pulpits 
left vacant by men who retire or 
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drop out of the ministry for other 
reasons. And there are the number- 
less churches blossoming in housing 
developments across the land. These 
too cry for competent pulpit leader- 
ship. 

Another side of the problem is 
this: How can we help our most 
capable young men—men who dem- 
onstrate a wide range of leadership 
ability and perception—to ready 
themselves for full-time Christian 
service? A seminary leader put it this 
way: “On the whole we are not 
keeping pace with other professions 
in enlisting our most talented youth 
for full-time Christian service.” One 
can’t help wondering why in so many 
cases high school student council 
presidents and debate champs end 
up in law or engineering while fel- 
lows near the bottom of the class 
show a remarkable capacity for 
choosing the ministry. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Can anything be done to improve 
upon this situation? Of course it can. 
Here are some recommendations for 
clearing away the roadblocks and 
helping move our most capable 
young men into the ministry without 
trespassing on the domain of the 
Holy Spirit. These recommendations 
are intended as a contribution to the 
debate on ministerial manpower that 
is going on in many places. 

First, we must recognize that the 
right time for acquainting young 
men with the appeal of the ministry 
is during their high school years. 
And the right place is the home 
church. The young person who 
spends his formative years in a con- 
gregation where the need for preach- 
ing the gospel is constantly brought 
to the fore, and where the fires of 
evangelism are kept well lit will usu- 
ally give consideration to a minis- 
terial career. This placing of the 
primary burden upon the shoulders 
of the home church is a fact that 
cannot be overstated. Recruiting pro- 
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grams aimed at college and univer- 
sity students may have some value, 
but at best represent makeshift or 
stopgap solutions. The home church 
must remain the hub for any re- 
cruiting efforts. 

Something else to bear in mind is 
that the finest incentive for a high 
school graduate to look in the direc- 
tion of the ministry is the example 
of his own pastor. “When I saw the 
high degree of my pastor’s perform- 
ance,” say many of today’s min- 
isters, “I said to myself, ‘There’s a 
profession I would like also.’ ” 

There are other ways to smoothen 
the way for God-called men to the 
ministry. Pastors can deliberately set 
out to give more time to counseling 
young men in this direction, espec- 
ially young men demonstrating min- 
isterial aptitudes. Pastors who protest 
that “This is the Holy Spirit’s work, 
I keep hands off” should remember 
that to suggest to a high school stu- 
dent that he give thought to the min- 
istry is not interfering with the Holy 
Spirit any more than to suggest he 
give thought to conversion, baptism 
or, for that matter, a job on the 
church youth group cabinet. The 
special mist of piety which some 
people throw around the call to 
preach is out of order. Cannot the 
Lord lead a man into the pastorate 
by the same methods He uses in 
leading a man into any career? 


FOR THE PASTOR 


Something else the pastor can do 
is to preach a sermon at least once 
a year on the nature and appeal of 
the ministry. Amazingly, years can 
go by in many congregations with- 
out a message of this type. Such 
sermons can be tied in, as many 
denominations now practice, with a 
Life Service Sunday observance. 
This can include a challenge to for- 
eign missions as well, and an invita- 
tion for young people to commit 
themselves publicly if they feel their 
leading is in this direction. 


But the enthusiasm of’ pastors’ 
alone cannot meet the demand. 
More than one pastor could echo 
the sentiment sadly expressed by one 
in a county ministerial meeting: “My 
people are willing to have the young 
people of our church go into Chris- 
tian work, but no one wants his own 
son to do it.” 

In our homes parents can develop 
a wholesome respect for the min- 
istry. Too often the so-called Chris- 
tian home has caricatured preachers 
more severely than even the every- 
day joke or newspaper cartoon. If 
the only idea youngsters hear about 
church leaders are words of ridicule 
or criticism, it is not surprising if 
they reject the call to Christian 
leadership. 

There are still other ways by which 
young men may be directed toward 
the ministry. Reading matter of all 
kinds, well and concisely written, 
beckon young people into engineer- 
ing, education or law. But there is a 
discouraging sparsity in both quantity 
and quality of literature pertaining 
to the pastoral career. Work needs 
to be done in this field. Sunday 
school and youth materials should 
include more emphasis here. Sum- 
mer camps and youth gatherings of 
all kinds should increasingly bring 
emphasis to the ministry as a calling. 

Our seminaries, in addition, can 
help the situation by revitalizing their 
lines of communication with the local 
church. 

Many high school graduates con- 
fronted by a career decision, get the 
impression that seminary must be a 
dreadfully drab sort of place com- 
pared with law school or the univer- 
sity. Literature and personal contacts 
must bring into focus not only the 
academic and spiritual soundness but 
the drama and Christian challenge to 
be found in seminary. This does not 
mean that seminary officials need to 
resort to soap opera techniques ‘of 
promotion; but it does mean that a 
more accurate picture of seminary life 

(Continued on page 36) 
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WRONG IN SOUTH AFRICA? 


Is there any solution to the vastly complex problems of South 
Africa? In this article, a young South African cautiously ana- 
lyzes the precarious scene. By C. MICHAEL CASSIDY 


TITANIC forces of nationalism are sweeping Africa like a forest 
fire. Mutually exclusive idealogies are struggling to win pre- 
dominance. East and West are grabbing hungrily at the uncom- 
mitted nations that are balancing precariously on a political 
fence. 

Certainly the problems of Africa in general, and South Africa 
in particular, are huge. Everyone knows this. But the trouble 
is that these problems appear almost beyond human solution— 
at least a solution that would be satisfactory to all, for not all 
the racial, class and national interests that are struggling for 
mastery in Africa can be satisfied. 

The situation is further aggravated by its baffling complexity. 
In South Africa the state of affairs is probably more complex 
racially than anywhere else in the world. 

First, South Africa is composed of many different nations, 
each one clinging either by choice or constraint to its peculiar 
culture and national identity. An all-embracing South African 
nationality, comparable to the American nationality that has 
enfolded in its arms people of many. races, has not been allowed 
to develop. 

For one thing the Afrikaaners have not been prepared to bury 
the hatchet of the Boer War. Old quarrels between Boer and 
Briton are constantly resuscitated so that real understanding 
and affection between the two peoples have been constantly 
hindered. The British have not helped matters because for the 
most part they have adopted a rather cynical attitude of superi- 
ority to the Afrikaaner, and only a few have been willing to 
break the emotional tie with Britain and become “South Afri- 
cans” not just physically but spiritually as well. Thus, Britain, 
rather than South Africa, has the first allegiance in these peo- 
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ple’s lives. This is very offensive to the Afrikaaner who 
does not in any way think of Holland as “home.” For 
him South Africa has his whole heart and soul. 

Then there is the great mass of Bantu people, who 
only now are beginning to sink tribal differences and 
antagonisms to unite in the face of the threat of per- 
manent white domination. Thus skin pigmentation is 
taking on a new, dangerous, and unbiblical significance 
as it becomes more and more the automatic and blind 
basis for likes and dislikes. 

South Africa has also an Indian population of half-a- 
million. These fine people originally came into the 
country between 1860 and 1911 to work on the Natal 
sugar estates. Resisting all attempts to repatriate them, 
these Indians have made South Africa their home and 
have as much right to call themselves South Africans 
as many a European. But they have not been permit- 
ted to do so. Thus disliked by the Europeans and 
distrusted by the Bantu, they remain misfits with few 
political rights, and fewer hopes of getting any under 
the present regime. 

Finally there are one-and-a-half million Coloureds, 
most of whom live in the Cape Province. These people 
are products of mixed-marriages in the early years of 
South African settlement and are also social misfits, 
frustrated politically by their final removal in 1956 
from the common voter’s roll to a separate voting roll. 
Included in this Coloured group are the Cape Malays 
who originated in the East and who have preserved 
their racial identity, culture and customs. 


RACIAL BOILING-POT 


South Africa thus shows itself to be a racial boiling- 
pot, but a boiling pot that is not at all similar to that 
in the United States. In America there is a common 
language. People of all races can at least meet each 
other and converse, uninhibited by language difficulties. 
In South Africa this is not so, and even among the 
Bantu themselves there would be certain tribes whose 
languages would differ so much that they could not 
understand each other. 

Also distinguishing the South African from the 
American situation is the fact that South Africa has 
within its borders everything from Stone Age man to the 
atomic scientist. In parts of South Africa the most 
bestial, primitive and diabolical witchcraft is still 
practiced. In Basutoland, for example, “ritual-murder” 
is still found. This type of murder, usually revolting 
in its method, is carried out generally at the instiga- 
tion of a witch-doctor and has as its aim the procuring 
of certain human organs in order to make a special 
type curative medicine. The extensive attempts by 
the British government and by missionaries in this 
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territory to stop these monstrous crimes have so far , 
proved abortive. . 

One other major factor complicates the issue still 
further. This is the very natural and very understand- 
able desire on the part of the Europeans in South 
Africa to preserve all that they hold dear in their own 
culture. Numerically they are outnumbered three to 
one. By simple mathematical reasoning it is evident 
that as soon as the Africans are in power their culture 
and way of life will predominate, and, in the belief 
of many Whites, swamp and destroy Western civiliza- 
tion. 
It is this fear, most sharply accentuated in the minds 
of the Afrikaaner, that has given rise to the policy 
of “Apartheid,” or separate development. The belief 
behind this policy is that if non-Europeans develop in | 
their own states or “Bantustans,” Western civilization 
will not be threatened. 


WHAT IS APARTHEID? 


There is much confusion about Apartheid. This is 
how the South African government defines it: 


“The guiding principle behind this policy is that 
the less-developed non-Whites, especially the 
Bantu, should be guided by the Whites towards 
self-realization and in their own areas. 

“The Bantu are to be given full rights in their 
own sphere as they become capable of exercising 
them, and will be taught to shoulder the respon- 
sibilities which accompany self-government. The 
individual Bantu’s ambitions will be channeled 
into the framework of his own Bantu society, so 
that as he progresses he will not abandon his 
own people in order to penetrate the White man’s 
society, nor want to participate in the latter’s 
institutions of government. 

“The policy of separate development, therefore, 
aims at providing the Bantu with his own insti- 
tutions, and offering him ample opportunities in 
the service of his own péople. In this way White 
and Bantu will each ensure their own future 
within their respective racial groups. Until the 
Bantu have developed sufficiently to shoulder 
the responsibilities and rights of self-government, 
however, they will be guided and assisted by the 
Whites.” 


On the surface it all seems fair enough. In fact, 
Apartheid would be morally defensible if the govern- 
ment proposed to make a fair division of the land in 
consultation with the Africans. But in reality one party 
is going to draw the line and give 75% of the popu- 
lation 13% of the land, without consulting them. This 
is unfair. 

In‘addition, the South African government discounts 
the opinion of eleven million non-Europeans, and 
assumes that they want to develop separately. To 
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ignore Black opinion 30 years ago might have been 
possible, but with the rapidly growing political con- 
sciousness of Africans today this is not possible. The 
fact is that the white man in Africa is no longer in a 
position to dictate to the Africans what he thinks is 
best for them. He simply cannot say categorically 
“that until the Bantu have developed sufficiently to 
shoulder the responsibilities and rights of self-govern- 
ment . . . they will be guided and assisted by the 
Whites.” 

This last clause shows the fatal error of Apartheid. 
It assumes unjustifiably that the Africans want this 
White guidance and assistance. Moreover in telling 
the Bantu to accept Apartheid the South African 
Government is not only forcing a bitter pill down their 
throat, it is also asking them to accept a policy that 
is a complete reversal of every political and social 
trend of the contemporary world. 

Actually, integration has irrevocably taken place to 
a large degree already, as thousands of Africans have 
become caught up in the economic and industrial life 
of the country. And it is this urban African, upon 
whom our economy depends as he provides all the 
cheap labor, who is largely the trouble-maker. Dis- 
placed from his own culture but not accepted in ours, 
he is a very bitter and troublesome misfit—naturally. 
But Apartheid will not let him develop separately along 
his own lines, because White South Africa needs him 
too badly. The so-called solution of Apartheid does 
not solve, or apparently plan to solve, the problem of 
the urban African. Economic interest is placed above 
political idealism at this point. We want to have our 
cake and eat it. 

The situation then is certainly complex, but we must 
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An epicure has reported that 
he could not find Brunswick 
Stew in Brunswick, Cornish 
Hen in Cornwall, French Toast 
in France, Eggs Florentine in 
Florence, London Broil in Lon- 
don, or Hamburger in Ham- 
burg. All that makes no differ- 
difference at all. The only 
omission that is fatal is to go 
te Church and not find Christ 
there. 


a 
@e 





a) 
eet 
— 


\: 





not allow this to be an excuse for our not seeking to 
analyze carefully the real nature of our problem. And 
when we really go to the root of the matter the problem 
of South Africa is South Africans. Too many of us 
are like D. H. Lawrence’s character who “wearied 
himself to death struggling with the problem of him- 
self, which he called Australia.” South Africans of all 
races are struggling with the color problem which 
we have abstracted to such a degree that we fail to 
see that the problem lies within ourselves, and that 
we are confronted by an issue that is basically neither 
political, social, nor economic, but spiritual. It is not 
things or conditions or governments that need chang- 
ing, though this might help matters, but people. 

In fact whichever party policy is adopted in South 
Africa the problem will remain substantially the same. 
If we establish our “Bantustans” successfully, it will 
still not make the African any the more enamored of 
the white man or any the less eager to destroy his 
hegemony. If by contrast we introduced adult suffrage 
overnight we would soon have an all-African govern- 
ment which would probably be as high-handed as 
Franco and his pals in Spain. Nothing would have 
been solved. The rulers, although African, would still 
be men, with all the same potential for tyranny and 
error as any white rulers. No, the fact of the matter 
is that we cannot get on together; we cannot see past 
ethnic differences to common humanity; we cannot 
see, as Lincoln saw, that the best way to destroy our 
enemies is to make them our friends; in short we 
cannot love each other. 

It is common, almost monotonously so, to hear 
South African clergymen, idealists, and philanthro- 
pists, urging everyone to love their neighbor. But love 
cannot be ordered into existence. People cannot love 
under compulsion, because love, of any kind, requires 
by definition a deep free-will response on the part of 
one being to another. It follows then that our real 
need is to be brought to a capacity for love. And at 
this point many wonder whether such a thing is 
possible. 

The Bible, we know, teaches a law that can be sum- 
marized as requiring supreme love to God and impar- 
tial love to man. This love, it says, is only possible 
through the Spirit of the risen Christ. The glorious 
truth is that the revolutionary power of Jesus Christ 
can change the human heart and bring into it the 
capacity for genuine brotherly love, and the principles 
of living set forth in the Bible can change society. 

But we ought also to appreciate that the Bible 
emphatically teaches that there are real forces of spir- 
itual darkness at work in the world. Paul says, “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
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darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places.” Some people think this naive, but 
how then do they explain the painful and troubled 
course that history has taken despite all men’s efforts 
to direct his destiny otherwise? However much we 
strive for peace and harmony, however vigorously we 
condemn war and racial friction we still find our- 
selves carried along ‘willy-nilly’ into these things by 
mysterious forces that we do not fully understand. 
And if such supernatural forces really are at work the 
only type of force that will be effectual against them 
is another supernatural force—the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. 

The need then in South Africa is for a great work 
of the Holy Spirit. The adage that “Man’s extremity 
is God’s opportunity” is well-worn and possibly trite 
to many, but it is true nevertheless, particularly in 
South Africa, and Christians everywhere could well 
pray that the grave situation in the country will be 
used by God to turn many disillusioned and despair- 
ing people to Himself. 


ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT 


Simply preaching the gospel in South Africa is not 
going to solve every single problem, but the Christian 
gospel must be an essential ingredient of any solution. 
At present this is not the case. 

Many South Africans would quickly observe here 
that we have active churches in our country supposedly 
preaching this gospel and yet we appear in as sorry a 
state as ever. This would suggest that something is 
wrong with the church. Our churches are simply not 
proclaiming in fullness the message of regeneration 
and conversion which overturned the Roman Empire, 
which shook Medieval Europe to its foundations and 
which saved 18th century England. 

Some communions, for example, while remaining 
legalistically close to the Bible in doctrine, have asso- 
ciated themselves so closely with the government and 
its policies that the African is seeing Chrstianity more 
and more as a white man’s religion with belief in 
“Apartheid” as one of the main creedal articles. Thus 
the African gets the impression, rightly or wrongly, 
that these churches have given their blessing to the 
bulk of the oppressive legislation perpetrated by the 
government. This is hardly conducive to a ready 
acceptance of the gospel on the part of the African. 

To confuse the religious issue further we have the 
phenomenon known as Christian National Education 
which appears to draw together into one mystical 
union the twin forces of Nationalism and Christianity, 
as interpreted by the Afrikaans churches. Under this 
system the African for his part cannot feel that he is 
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receiving a liberal education that will prepare him for - 
life in a free society or for citizenship in a free state. 
If he has any perception he sees that his education is 
preparing him to fit into a social and political and 
religious pattern which rests basically on color dis- 
crimination. 

Other churches do everything they can for the Bantu 
in terms of social and philanthropic work, and in 
standing up for their political rights. But they do not 
preach to the African or to anybody the transforming 
evangelical message that was the core of Apostolic 
preaching and the secret of the power of the Early 
Church. 

The evangelical churches in South Africa for their 
part appear to have gone to another extreme. In their 
eager, uncompromising, and almost contentious empha- - 
sis on personal religion they have ignored the social 
and political implications of the gospel, and thus failed 
to relate their message intimately to the South African 
context. Consequently they have lost touch to a great 
extent with the people both black and white whom they 
are trying to reach. Napoleon said that “an army 
marches on its stomach.” It might also be said that 
a person believes on his stomach. When 90% of the 
Africans are living below the bread line, it is not 
enough to say that Jesus saves, and to talk of a God 
who loves them, unless one is willing to show the 
breadth of His love by meeting their physical and 
material need as well. 

At this critical hour then, our churches, divided as 
they are on basic issues, are presenting South Africans 
of all races with a maze of contradictions and incon- 
sistencies which successfully obscure everyone’s vision 
not only of the real moral and spiritual issues in- 
volved, but also of the one living force that would go 
further than anything else to solving our problems— 
the Risen Savior, Jesus Christ. 

With time and history against us, catastrophe, to a 
small degree foreshadowed in our present disturbances, 
awaits us as a nation unless we come to a radical 
change of mind in the very near future. Hatred, bitter- 
ness, and tension grow evermore widespread and intense 
with everyday that passes. There is no time to lose. 
We must rouse ourselves from apathy and see our 
problem for what it is—a spiritual one, desperately 
relevant for every single South African. Neglect to face 
it will mean disaster. 

The urgent need is for us to put the whole Bible, 
not some isolated text or passage, at the center of our 
family and national life, and then to endeavor to live 
out the personal, social, and political implications of 
this Book. This will involve a rediscovery of the dynamic 
of Christian love which transcends the barriers of race 
and culture. 
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DESPITE FIERCE OPPOSITION 


Trouble Fails to Halt Crusade 


Presbyterian Missionary Gordon K. Chapman reports on the 
crusade sponsored by Japanese churches and World Vision. 


Tokyo, with its teeming population 
of nearly 10 million, is the key city 
of Japan; as goes Japan so will go 
the Orient. 

The Tokyo Crusade, sponsored 
jointly by the Japanese churches and 
World Vision, Inc., was largly the 
outcome of the very successful Osaka 
Crusade of 1959. Outstanding Chris- 
tian leaders of Tokyo became con- 
vinced that the experience gained in 
Osaka, especially in the use of the 
mass media, might well be used in 
Tokyo on even a greater scale. Thus 
at the Hakone Ministers Seminary in 
March, 1959, the National Christian 
Council and Evangelical Alliance con- 
curred in an invitation for a Tokyo 
Christian Crusade. While a minority 
of the churches, especially those of a 
liberal or nationalistic type, and a 
rather large number of missionaries 
of independent or separatist persua- 
sion opposed the Crusade, more than 


Counselors talked with 7,000 “seekers.” 





























700 Tokyo churches pledged their co- — 


operation. 

Through well nigh miraculous cir- 
cumstances the Metropolitan Gym- 
nasium, largest auditorium in the city, 
was reserved for the use of the Cru- 
sade from May 6 through June 4. 
Faithful praying bands were estab- 
lished throughout Japan and in other 
countries, and counselers, choir mem- 
bers and other workers from cooper- 
ating churches were trained. Opposition 
was most virulent. Even Moscow 
and Peking radio strongly opposed the 
Crusade. Japanese leftists were soon 
following this line. 4 

Since World War II numerous Prot- 
estant sects have multiplied in Japan, 
and much disunity has been fostered 
through making an _ invidious dis- 
tinction between the newer groups 
which regard themselves as soundly 
evangelical and the older pre-war 
churches which have been mistakenly 
labeled “modernistic.” Thus, it was a 
great achievement of Christian unity 
when the churches of both groups 
were brought together in a _ united 
evangelistic effort. Many who had 
hitherto been estranged now found 
themselves as yoke fellows in the great 
common task of the Church. 

Dr. Bob Pierce bore the brunt of 
the preaching responsibility in the 
Metropolitan Gymnasium. The oppo- 
sition made persistent efforts either 
to eliminate the Christian content of 
these meetings or else to persuade the 
city authorities to cance! the permit to 
use this building for evangelistic pur- 
poses. But here God gave a most 
signal victory. While the critics con- 
fidently prophesied that the meetings 
would peter out, actually the attend- 
ance increased to the point where the 
space was totally inadequate and thou- 
sands were turned away. The aggre- 
gate attendance for the month was 
226,762, with a large percentage of 
new hearers in each meeting. The 
number of seekers or “inquirers” was 
more than 7,000 for the auditorium 
meetings. 


An 800-voice choir sang each night. 


While 100 years ago Western music 
was practically unknown in Japan, and 
early efforts to adapt the Japanese 
voice to the use of the Christian hymn 
were not encouraging, the Japanese 
have since become the most musical 
nation of the Orient, with many 
distinguished artists. Thus it was easy 
to enlist several thousand choir mem- 
bers from the churches and Christian 
schools who were glad to engage in 
several months of rigorous rehearsals. 
The nightly performance of a choir 
of 800 voices, accompanied not only 
by piano and organ, but also by an 
85-piece symphony orchestra, was most 
outstanding and easily rivaled the best 
Western choirs. 

Doubtless the most vital and far- 
reaching experience of participation 
was that of the thousands of Chris- 
tians who received training and ex- 
perience as counselers or personal soul 
winners. Many churches had come to 
regard their ministers as the principal 
evangelists and to  underrate the 
importance of laymen as the most ef- 
fective channels of evangelistic out- 
reach. But now, as a result of the 
Crusade effort, hundreds of churches 
have small corps of lay evangelists who 
can constitute the nuclei of permanent 
evangelistic teams. This may have been 
the principal accomplishment in the 
Japanese churches. 

Because of the tendency to delegate 
the work of evangelism to the min- 
ister, most laymen have been rather 
timid and reluctant to serve as wit- 
nesses in their places of employment. 
About 50 American business and pro- 
fessional men came to Japan at their 
own expense to serve as “Crusaders” 
or person-to-person witnesses during 
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Supported by 700 Japanese churches, the 
attendance of the Crusade increased during 
the month until the huge auditorium was 
too small to accommodate the crowds. 


the Crusade. A distinguished cancer 
surgeon, for example, witnessed be- 
fore medical . faculties and _ student 
bodies and other professional groups. 
As a direct result, many Japanese 
doctors for the first time saw the im- 
portant connection between their pro- 
fession and a vital faith in Christ. 

The gathering of 1,700 ministers 
from all over Japan for another Sem- 
inar Conference witnessed to the spir- 
itual hunger of these devoted workers. 
All agreed that a renewed or revived 
church is the basic condition for 
Christian progress in Japan. Although 
these workers represented at least 
40 denominations, the Holy Spirit 
wrought a wondrous spirit of unity 
and fellowship in Christ. Their prayers 
revealed that many had seriously faced 
up to their sins and shortcomings, and 
thus they left the conference with a 
fresh assurance of victory and deter- 
mination to do their utmost for His 
highest and best. There was a fresh 
realization that they had been over- 
looking or neglecting the tremendous 
reservoir of lay talent in_ their 
churches and a new willingness to 
recognize the evangelistic function of 
the laity. Furthermore, many testified 
to the fact that they had come to a 
fresh appreciation of the supreme im- 
portance of the Word of God in their 
ministry. 

Through the Crusade the Japanese 
church, which has long been too con- 
tent with small things, has had the 
experience of attempting great things 
for God and expecting great things 
from Him. We trust that God has 
used the Crusade to save the church 
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from becoming either a “dead end 
street” or a kind of “ghetto” in the 
midst of this pagan culture. 


Graham Returns 
from Manchester Crusade 


“After being in Britain for five 
weeks,” said Billy Graham, “I am con- 
vinced that the nation is either on the 
brink of a catastrophic moral declen- 
sion or on the verge of spiritual re- 
vival. On the one hand I detect a 
seriousness, a sobriety, a yearning for 
vital faith; and on the other, a cyni- 
cism and even a rebellion against the 
church. There is certainly more anti- 
clericalism than I detected seven years 
ago.” 

The evangelist declared that the 
North of England Crusade, held in 
Maine Road stadium, Manchester, 
was “beyond our expectations.” He 
pointed out, “We have had in three 
weeks almost as many inquirers as 
came in the entire three months at 
Harringay Arena in London in 1954. 
And we reached far more of the non- 
churchgoing people in Manchester 
than we did in London or Glasgow.” 

An estimated 416,500 persons heard 
Dr. Graham during the Crusade, and 
nearly as many more by land line re- 
lay. Some 17,867 persons responded 
to his appeal to commit their lives 
to Jesus Christ. An estimated 50,000 
turned out for the closing meeting. 

The Crusade was one of the rough- 
est, physically speaking, of his 15- 
year ministry. ‘ 

Preaching into the damp, chill night 
air of Manchester—which caused Ro- 
man ‘soldiers to grumble in their let- 
ters home some 1,500 years ago—the 
42-year-old North Carolina Baptist 
preacher struggled to overcome the 
effects of a debilitating throat infec- 





tion and fever that forced him to miss 
the first five nights of his Crusade. 

Not all of the evangelist’s hearers, 
however, were sympathetic. The Lon- 
don tabloid newspaper, The Sketch, 
said that Mr. Graham’s messages were 
“mutton dressed up like lamb.” “He 
offers,” it said, “a return to the danger- 
ous and primitive habit of getting a 
man to change his mind while his 
emotions are disturbed.” 

Graham’s next major evangelistic 
engagements are in Minneapolis in 
July and Philadelphia in August. 


53 Ministers Sign 
Baton Rouge Affirmation 


Fifty-three Baton Rouge ministers 
have signed “An Affirmation of Basic 
Religious Principles” calling for resi- 
dents of the area to maintain public 
schools even if integrated racially. 

The statement, now having reper- 
cussions for some of the 53, further 
affirmed that “discrimination on ac- 
count of race or religion is a violation 
of the divine law of love.” 

The ministers are members of the 
East Baton Rouge Parish (county) 
Ministerial Association, which covers 
the capital city of Louisiana. 

Back of the issuance of the state- 
ment is anticipated integrating of the 
public schools of Baton Rouge. Signers 
hoped their statement would lessen 
racial tension and prepare the com- 
munity for racial integration in the 
public schools, one of the Baptist 
signers commented. 

Rebuttal to the ministers’ statement. 
is now coming from a Christian Lay- 
man’s Society, declaring itself for pub- 
lic schools only if they remain racially 
segregated. 

In addition some of the ministers 
have had their stands, though taken 
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TO NEW YORK’S JEWS 


ft was early in 1895 that Rev. and Mrs. Bernhard Angel started their ministry of 
witness to the Jews of New York’s crowded East Side. Through their children who 
followed in their footsteps, this ministry, now in its 7th decade, is finding Jews more 
willing than ever before to give serious attention to the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as it is presented in the Mission, on street corners, in homés and hospitals and 
world-wide through the mails. 
Share the thrill of this ministry through our NEWS 
= free on request. Ask for free copy of 
booklet, “How to Point a Jew to Christ.” Please add 
this faith work to your prayer list. 


New York Gospel Mission to the Jews, Inc. 
Founded by Bernhard and Francisca Angel 
Ruth Angel, General Director 
149 Avenue B, New York 9, N.Y. 
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EXPOSITIONS OF BIBLE DOCTRINES 


By Donald Grey Barnhouse 


The first six volumes of Dr. Barnhouse’s exhaustive expositions, taking 
as a departure point Paul’s letter to the Romans, are now available. 
When complete, these studies will provide every Christian an invaluable 
study of the doctrines of the whole Bible. Beautifully bound and indexed, 
they will be the focal point of your Bible study library, or serve as gifts 
of lasting value. Detailed description of these and other books by Dr. 
Barnhouse in the order form below. Use spaces at left of titles to order. 








The Bible Study Hour 

Box 2000 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Please send me the following books by Dr. Barnhouse: 
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aa aes bee @ $3.50 work of Jesus Christ from the resur- 
- 5:12-21, 185 pages) rection side of the tomb. This, he felt, 
Vol. 6 GOD’S FREEDOM @ $4.50 was the only scriptural way of know- 
(Rom. 6:1-7:25, 255 pages) 
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as individuals and not on behalf of 
their churches, discussed by their church 


boards or deacons. Individual mem- 
bers have approached some of them 
and have taken the ministers to task 
for signing it. 


Buddhism to Become 
Burma’s State Religion 


Burmese officials report that Budd- 
hism will be announced as the state 
religion next August, climaxing nearly 
a year of preparations for the event. 

The bill to be submitted to the 
August session of Parliament will 
amend Section 21 of the Constitution 
to read: 

“Buddhism, as the faith professed 
by the great majority of the citizens 
of the Union, shall be the State re- 


ligion.” 
At present it reads: “The State 
recognizes the special position of 


Buddhism as the faith professed by 
the great majority of the citizens of 
the Union.” 

Muslims, Protestants and Catholics 
have joined in protesting Buddhism 
as Burma’s state religion. About 80 
per cent of Burma’s 20,250,000 popu- 
lation is Buddhist. Protestants number 
some 600,000 and Roman Catholics 
more than 177,000. 


Mission Leader 
Warns about Laos 


The United States faces great peril 
in Asia from Red aggression unless it 
and the SEATO powers take a more 
determined stand regarding Laos, a 
mission leader declared recently. 

Expressing “keen disappointment” 
over the government’s attitude and ac- 
tions in the Laotian situation, Dr. 
Louis L. King, foreign secretary of 
the Christian and. Missionary Alliance, 
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said: “Our government’s policy toward 
Laos has now cleared the way for 
intensified Communist activity, particu- 
larly in Viet Nam which is already 
seriously affected.” 

“The present Communist terrorism, 
the curtailment of visas for all mis- 
sionaries and the serious restrictions 
upon missionary work in Viet Nam 
may all be attributed to U.S. policy 
in Laos,” Dr. King said. 

With 225 missionaries in Viet Nam, 
Cambodia, Laos and East Thailand, 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance, 
has one of the largest Protestant 
churches in that area. Their work in 
Red-dominated Xieng Khouang prov- 
ince which began over thirty years 
ago has now been completely closed 
down. In other areas controlled by 
the Pathet Lao—where the denomi- 
nation has 150 churches and approxi- 
mately 7,000 national church members 
—missionary activity is greatly re- 
stricted. 


People in the News 


Warner R. Cole, pastor of Covenant 
Baptist Church of Detroit, Mich., has 
been named as the new president of the 
American Baptist Convention. . . . 

Barnerd M. Luben has been ap- 
pointed as executive secretary of 
RAVEMCCO, the radio, visual edu- 
cation and mass communication com- 
mittee of the National Council of 
Churches’ Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions. Herbert Lockyer, Jr., 
formerly with the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, has been chosen executive 
director of the Evangelical Child Wel- 
fare Agency. . . . In administrative 
changes at Fuller Theological Sem- 
inary, Harold John Ockenga has been 
appointed president, Daniel Payton 
Fuller dean of the faculty and Harold 
Lindsell vice president. . . . Hudson 
Armerding, dean of Gordon College 
for the past decade, has resigned to 
join the faculty of Wheaton College. 

. John Sutherland Bonnell, one of 

New York’s most famous ministers, 
has resigned effective next January 
from the pulpit of Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church. . . . James Stuart 
of Auburn, N.Y., has been re-elected 
president of the Conservative Baptist 
Association of America. . . . Norman 
E. Thomas of Albany, N.Y., and 
Marion de Velder of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., have been named president and 
stated clerk respectively of the Re- 
formed Church in America. . . 
Glen H. Asquith of Philadelphia has 
been chosen as_ editor-in-chief of 
American Baptist publications, suc- 
ceeding Benjamin P. Browne. 
James W. Reapsome, formerly with 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, has 
been appointed editor of The Sunday 
School Times, succeeding John W. 
Lane, Jr., who retired recently. 
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PTL OPENS 


SOUTH AMERICA 
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The gigantic 
conflict of forces that are shaking the 


world is present in South America too. 


The destiny of 139 million souls is at stake. 


God opened Africa’s doors to PTL for a continent-wide evangeliza- 
tion and Scripture distribution campaign during the most critical 
period in the history of that Continent. Now He has opened the 
way for a similar campaign in South America in her hour of crisis, 

Your prayers and your support are needed for this great task, 
You have not failed us in the past as we have carried out this 
same great mission in Japan, Korea, Formosa, Africa and other 
countries. No continent stands in deeper need of our prayers and 
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to the free world. 


Write for new illustrated brochure on South America. 
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Songs 
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made just for this book. 
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ancient and modern. 

You'll want “anywhere” Songs at 
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$1.00 for approximately 96 pages of 
exciting singing. 

See your bookstore or write 
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1519 North Astor 
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SHORTAGE 
(Continued from page 27) 


can be provided for our young people. 

Our Bibles schools and colleges that 
provide such a large number of pas- 
tors nowadays can hasten to prepar- 
ation of ministers by doing two things. 
First, strengthen their pastor-training 
curricula so that additional seminary 
study becomes unnecessary. Second, 
face the fact that the large percent- 
age of the people who sit nowadays 
in our congregations are college-trained 
and this makes a thorough training 
mandatory. 

The confusion that results when 
Bible school officials fail at these points 
is illustrated by the young minister 
who said, “I entered Bible Institute 
after high school to study for the 
ministry, assured that three years of 
such study were all I needed. But 
when I graduated from a course- that 


* * * 


Heads may be won by arguments; hearts 
only by love. 


* * * 


was heavy in Bible—something I ap- 
preciated—but weak in studies that 
touched directly on pastoral functions 
it dawned on me that I needed more 
college and seminary work. In fact 
the president of the school advised me 
to go on. 

“By the time I had taken four ad- 
ditional years of college and three of 
seminary,” the young man went on, 
“I had not only duplicated several 
courses but extended my training to 
ten years.” 

This erratic type of ministerial pre- 
paration represents an inefficient use 
of already-sparse manpower. To say 
that two or three years of solid Bible 
training in a Bible school is necessary 
prior to college or seminary is to beg 
the question. An adequate seminary 
curriculum should include thorough 
and substantial biblical studies. If sem- 
inary curriculum loads become too 
heavy for sufficient Bible wouldn’t it 
be wiser to add a fourth year instead 
of forcing the student to hop scotch 
from school to school? 

A sacred air, a sense of fraternity, 
a pride of belonging to an elite corps, 
attends any man who enters the portals 
of the ministry. It is the minister who 
deals with the central problem con- 
fronting man in these unbelievably diffi- 
cult days. All the headaches of race, 
politics, crime and _ international rela- 
tions that occupy today’s headlines are 
the ones at which he works, for they 
all spring from a common source— 
man’s need for a saving experience in 
Christ. 


The pastor, therefore, can possess 
a sense of mission unrivaled in any 
profession. Every church should covet 
the honor of guiding young men of 
God’s choosing into this career. As 
one minister expressed it: “The Apos- 
tle Paul had his Timothy. I'd like to 
have at least one Timothy too.” 


PEACEMAKERS 
(Continued from page 14) 


peace; that bringeth good tidings of 
good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!” 

Through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the same prophet revealed the 
ministry which Christ would exercise 
when He came to earth: “The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me: because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good 


things unto the meek; He hath sent me 


to bind up the broken-hearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives and the 
opening of the prison to them that are 
bound.” And when our Lord came to 
Nazareth, where He had been brought 
up, He went, as His custom was, into 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day and 
He there preached this very message. 
“This day is this Scripture fulfilled in 
your ears,” He said, and “all bare 
Him witness and wondered at the 
gracious words that proceeded out of 
His mouth.” When Jesus came into 
Galilee, He came preaching. He came 
bearing the glad tidings of the King- 
dom of God and proclaiming that 
there was a way of entrance into that 
Kingdom which was a Kingdom of 
everlasting peace. We simply cannot 
overstress the fact that our Lord 
through all His ministry preached 
peace to all men. This likewise must 
be our task today. 

The gospel of peace is entrusted to 
the Christian church. This gospel she 
must proclaim. Only as the gospel of 


- the grace of God, the gospel of peace 


through the blood of Christ’s cross, is 
faithfully proclaimed can we ever hope 
to see men reconciled to God and en- 
tering into the peace of God. It is the 
preachers of peace who are the peace- 
makers. Woe to the church when she 
fails to proclaim the fullness of the 
glad tidings of redeeming grace! 

In our day there are many temp- 
tations that face the church. But one 
of our supreme temptations is to water 
down the gospel, to bring into the pul- 
pit an ethical gospel so-called; or to 
put it into plainest English—to preach 
morality and not Christ. We are in- 
vited on many sides to preach an ap- 
plied Christianity, to proclaim a social 
gospel, to turn the pulpit into a Sunday 
supplement to our press and radio 
news. We are asked to deal with in- 
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tellectual problems which spring from 
significant advances in science and 
anthropology, and the like. All this 
may be right enough in its own way. 
There may be a place for it in the full 
spectrum of the church’s ministry. But 
it is certainly not the New Testament 
pattern. Paul preached Christ and Him 
crucified. He preached peace through 
the blood of Christ’s cross and as He 
did so he found men from every walk 
of society entering into life. 

The preaching of the gospel of 
peace is still the supreme ministry of 

(Continued on page 39) 


WHO IS LORD? 
(Continued from page 23) 


power which I have in these two 
hands.” 

Who shall decide which of these 
men is right? The pilot is literally 
obeying those who have the authority 
over him, by submitting to the mili- 
tary program of his government. The 
young German will have no touch of 
the business. May not both be right? If 
the Lord leads one to pacifism and the 
other to military duty, are right and 
wrong involved? Each says, “I know 
that this is what the Lord wants me to 
do,” so each is answerable only to his 
Lord. 

We must also consider this problem 
in relation to the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States on 
racial integration. I would be a coward 
if I failed to raise the question and an- 
swer it as one who must render ac- 
count to God. A minister of God 
knows that those who have spiritual 
authority “are keeping watch over 
your souls, as men who will have to 
give account” (Heb. 13:17). 

In the context of Romans 13, the 
Christian’s willingness to obey the au- 
thorities has great bearing on the race 
question. The decisions of the Supreme 
Court are the law of the United 
States; both on this ground, and on 
that of intrinsic moral right, they are 
the law of God. While talking with a 
devoted Christian about racial prob- 
lems, I saw that he was blinded by 
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In this department of ETERNITY Magazine, Herbert Henry Ehrenstein answers 
questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the Christian life. 


Question: Does the Holy Spirit always teach all believers the same way? If so, 
why do so many great men of God differ greatly concerning biblical matters? 


ANSWER: Your question is a complex one. First, on the basic, fundamental 
truth of God’s Word, the Holy Spirit cannot and will not lead in different direc- 
tions. That is, He cannot direct one person to believe in Christ’s deity, and 
another person to deny it. This would be “divine chaos” and is absurd, of course. 
Thus, wherever the Word of God specifically teaches some truth, the Holy Spirit 
will always lead all Christians to conform to that biblical teaching. He will never 
lead anyone to a position contrary to the clearly revealed truth of the Word. 


| The person who claims Spirit-leading for some anti-biblical view is a liar. 


However, some areas of life are not specifically covered by the Scriptures. 
Certain practices or conduct with regard to contemporary matters, for example, 
may not at all be dealt with by command or plain teaching in Scripture. In such 
cases, the Christian must be governed by biblical principles. For instance, no text 
can be found that says “thou shalt not attend movies.” Thus, the child of God 
must be governed by biblical principles which touch upon his witness, his 
influence on others, the effect the movies have upon his Christian life, etc. And, as 
St. Paul said, at this point, every Christian must be fully persuaded in his own 
mind (Rom. 14:5), after seeking the leadership of God’s Spirit. 

So, conceivably the Holy Spirit may lead different Christians in different 
directions in areas of life on which the Bible is not specific. For one Christian 
something may be right; for another Christian, that same thing may be entirely 
wrong. If each believer is alert to the Spirit’s leading within the frame of ref- 
erence furnished by God’s Word, he may have proper guidance for the non- 
specific, “grey areas” of life. Such things as the proper mode of baptism, the type 
of bread for the communion service, the use of cosmetics, playing baseball on 
Sunday, etc., must all be decided by the individual submission to the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance. And He may very well guide different believers in different 
ways. For, after all, these matters are not absolutely vital to the Christian faith. 

There is one more thought, however. Sometimes—perhaps quite often—those 
who claim the Holy Spirit’s leadership for some position they take may not be 
led by Him at all. Certainly this is so in the case of a man who holds some view 
which is contrary to Scripture. No matter how loudly he bleats about Holy Spirit 
guidance, he is a liar. Similarly, it is possible for a Christian to actually believe 
he is being led by the Holy Spirit when it is really his old adamic nature 
asserting itself. He holds to some view because, to. repudiate it (even though 
he may feel this is wiser) would be to admit defeat, and his pride will not tolerate 
this. This is why a Christian must be saturated with the Word of God, that he 
may know when any alleged leading of the Spirit “rings true.” 


Question: Why do church members take so little interest in their work for the 
Lord? What can be done to improve their interest? 


ANSWER: This question puts its finger on one of the sore spots of Christianity. 
We profess such loyalty to Christ and attend worship with a fair degree of 
regularity. But, when there is a job to be done and we are asked if we will 
assume some responsibility, we find a multitude of excuses. Why is this, and 
what can be done to remedy the situation? 

Frankly, a person is not going to work for a cause unless one of two things 
is true: (1) he is coerced or pressured into it; or (2) he is convinced of the 
need and is truly committed to it. The first reason is unsatisfactory for Christian 
service; no one should ever have to be forced or drafted to do something for 
Christ, for his heart will not be in it. Instead, the child of God must be absolutely 
convinced of the need in the world for what Christianity offers. And he must be 
totally committed to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, realizing that “the love of 
Christ constrains us” (II Cor. 5:14). When this is true, it will not be necessary 
to urge, plead, beg or implore a person to accept some responsibility. He will 
do it gladly, out of love for Christ. 
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PEACEMAKERS 
(Continued from page 37) 


the church. A ministry which listens 
to the cry for wisdom in its modern 
forms has clearly departed from the 
true perspective of Christian teaching. 
The pulpit was never meant to be- 
come a lecturer’s platform or a poli- 
tician’s rostrum. It was intended to 
be the sounding board of the good 
news of the finished work of Christ 
and that a way has been secured by 
which we may be saved from our sins. 
This is our task. They are the peace- 
makers who are most faithful as 
preachers of the gospel of peace. 

However, we must remember that 
preaching must be by life as well as 
by lip. Our lives must commend the 
gospel of peace. The true preacher of 
Christ must adorn the doctrine that 
he declares. This implies that our 
lives, if we are to be true peace- 
makers, must be filled with the spirit 
of peace and peaceableness. We must 
carry with us a Christ-like disposition. 
We must be lovers of unity, promoters 
of concord, devotees of open-hearted 
fellowship. Variance and strife must 
be set far from us. Contention and 
argument must be avoided. Turmoil 
and disturbance must stubbornly be 
put aside. A true peacemaker is one 
who has learned to hold his tongue. 
He will never be found defending his 
rights. He will jealously guard the 
inner citadel of his soul against all 
quarrelsomeness, bigotry and _ self-as- 
sertiveness. A peacemaker is a man 
who has learned that “a soft answer 
turneth away wrath.” And in this, of 
course, he seeks to be like his Lord, 
the meek and lowly in heart. 

I am persuaded that such a man, 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and com- 
mitted to witness to the gospel of 
God’s grace will be absolutely irresist- 
ible. He will have a passion for souls 
and to him many souls will be given. 

The peacemakers are owned and 
called by God as members of the 
family of God. 

“They shall be called the children 
of God.” No more decisive proof could 
be found that the Beatitudes are 
dealing with the spiritual graces of re- 
generate souls and not with the na- 
tural virtues of unregenerate man. No 
one can be a peacemaker who has not 
been received into the family of God. 
That is basic. But in the ministry of 
peacemaking, the Christian is owned 
and esteemed and made manifest to 
be a true child of heaven. God ac- 
knowledges them as his children and 
the church with spiritual discernment 
is persuaded of the same truth. This 
is blessedness indeed. “Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God.” 
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INSTRUMENTAL 


Organ Music From France. Virgil Fox, 
playing the organ of New York’s River- 
side Church. Capitol. Stereo SP8544. 
$5.98. 

Side one: Durufle’: Suite, Op. 5. Side two: 
Vierne: Scherzo (from the Second Symphony) ; 
Franck: Choral No. 1 im E. major; Dupre’: 
Prelude and Fugue in G minor. 


Virgil Fox has long been widely ad- 
mired as one of the greatest of organ- 
ists. His tremendous gifts are well 
known, his concerts draw packed 
churches and auditoriums, and he has 
contributed as much as anyone, and 
more than most, to the public’s present- 
day acceptance of the organ as a con- 
cert instrument. But it is only since he 
has begun recording for Capitol that he 
has become a recording artist to be 
reckoned with. 

This is manifestly not his fault, for 
his albums released over past years for 
other companies have contained much 
magnificent playing. But one company 
for whom he made recordings seemed 
to confine him to light repertoire to the 
exclusion of much that was interesting, 
presumably because they had another 
fine organist under contract to whom 
they gave all the classical plums. Then 
he went with another firm for which he 
did record many of the masterpieces of 
organ music, but they evidently gave 
him their second-string team of engi- 
neers, for his playing always sounded 
as if he were doing it next-door. It was 
magnificent, but the sound had no 
“presence.” 

Now this is all, happily, past tense. 
Virgil Fox can now be heard sounding 
like himself and, to quote the old 
Gershwin refrain, “Who could ask for 
anything more?” You might indeed ask 
for something different, for there is, 
thank goodness, no one “right” way to 
interpret great music. But you couldn’t 
ask for anything better. 

I suppose a large part of Fox’s great- 
ness stems from the fact that he knows 
where he is going every instant that he 
plays. This attribute is not so obvious 
as it may seem to the casual listener, 
for in large-scale works, such as the 
Franck Chorale heard on this record, a 
sense of architecture and proportion 
are essential to the proper development 
of the musical idea. In this performance 
the final note seems to develop logically 
and inevitably from the very first note; 
it is all purposeful, carefully organized 
playing. So many organists play this, 
and other lengthy works, with perhaps 
some feeling for the beauty of the 
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by Robert Elmore 


moment, but none whatever for the 
architecture of the whole. This is one 
of the prime differences between artistry 
and mere competence. 

The Durufie’ Suite illustrates, among 
other things, the Fox sense of tone 
color. The organ at the Riverside 
Church in New York is one of the 
greatest instruments in the world today, 
and the use of it in this Suite will have 
organists sitting on the edge of their 
chairs, wondering how Fox does it, 
since he presumably has only two hands 
and two feet like the rest of us. 

The other two pieces are shorter, but 
none the less worthy. Both have been 
Fox specialities for years, and they are 
played, as are the others, with dazzling 
technic and irresistible rhythm. 

Why am I discussing this album at 
such length? Not primarily to honor 
Mr. Fox, though it is always a privilege 
to applaud great art, in whatever form. 
My principal purpose is to encourage 
many of you, who otherwise might be 
a bit diffident, to put down the maga- 
zine, walk down the street to your rec- 
ord store, and buy this disc immediately. 
Then bring it home and listen to it, 
many times. This is not “heavy” music. 
It is merely great. 

I am so eager to point up the vast 
difference between great music and 
much of the trashy material when it is 
published under the heading of “reli- 
gious” music. Much of the latter is, I 
venture to say, almost blasphemous, 
masquerading its threadbare tunes and 
barren harmonies under the name of 
religion. When are we Christians going 
to remember that even our very best 
is none too good for our Lord, and, 
with that in mind, absolutely refuse to 
accept anything less than that best? 

Don’t miss this record. Everything 
about it is of highest quality: the music, 
the playing, the instrument, and the 
reproduction, especially in stereo. 


CHORAL 


The Southwestern Singers. Directed by 
Paul Green. Tommy Brinkley, accom- 
panist. Word Stereophonic. WST-8064- 
LP. $4.98. 


Side one: Motet, Op. 29, No. 2 (Brahms), 
Create in Me, O God—O Cast Me Not Away— 
Grant Unto Me. The Redeemer (Sateran), Prom- 
ise — Birth — Death -—— Resurrection. Side two: 
Ain’-a That Good News (arr.: Hughes); Ole 
Moses Put Pharaoh in His Place (arr.: Ring- 
wald); Elijah Roack (arr.: Hairston); I Love 
Thee (arr.: Dean); When I Can Read My Title 
Clear (arr.: Lamb); Holy, Holy, Holy (err: 
Dean). 

The Southwestern Singers is the name 
of one of the several performing groups 
of the School of Church Music of the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, located in Forth Worth, Texas. 
This is a great choir, comparable to 
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any of the fine student groups I have 
listened to recently; comparable, too, 
to many professional groups. 

Listening to this record, I rejoiced 
not only for its obvious excellencies, 
but also in the thought that these well- 
trained student singers would soon be 
leading or singing in choirs of their 
own, with the resultant beneficial effect 
on church music in general. 

The repertoire sung here deserves 
enthusiastic commendation. The beauti- 
ful and difficult Brahms’ music has 
hardly ever sounded better in my hear- 
ing, and the spirituals and hymns on the 
second side are sung with vigor and 
spirit. Perhaps the most unusual item 
is “The Redeemer,” a short, unaccom- 
panied cantata by the contemporary 
composer, Sateran. It is strikingly 
effective. 


Sing With Us. The Ralph Carmichael 
Chorus. Vol. 1. Christian Faith. High 
Fidelity 1391. $3.98. Stereophonic 391. 
$4.98. 


Side one: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms; 
There Shall Be Showers of Blessing; I Am Pray- 
ing for You; My Redeemer; It Is Well with 
My Soul; Shall We Gather at the River? Side 
two: We’re Marching to Zion; ’Tis So Sweet to 
Trust in Jesus; God Will Take Care of You; 
Amazing Grace; When We All Get to Heaven; 
Wonderful Words of Life. 


This is another in the series of “sing- 
along” records, so popular these days. 
The listing of the contents above re- 
veals a good many old favorites. They 
are well done by Carmichael and his 
cohorts; so well, in fact, that they make 
very good listening. To encourage par- 
ticipation, word sheets are enclosed 
with the record. 


VOCAL 


Speaking and Making Melody. Bill Carle 
with the Men of Note Quartet; Otis 
Skillings, Pianist-Arranger. Word Stere- 
ophonic. WST-8088-LP. $4.98. 


Side one: So Great Salvation (Roe); Onward 
with Christ (Smith-Felis); Be Calm My Soul 
(Roe). Side two: O Love Divine (Carle); 
Abiding Love (Roe); Does It Make a Difference? 
(Roe). 

The main appeal of this record, for 
me, is the reading of Scripture passages, 
appropriately combined with the hymns 
and songs. Carle’s fine bass voice is 
heard to advantage in both the solo 
singing, and the readings. He is also 
represented as a composer in an attrac- 
tive song, “O Love Divine.” 


Pinebrook Memories with Percy Craw- 
ford Artists. Crown V-1007. 

Day and Night; There’s No Disappointment in 
Jesus; Do You Believe? You Can Smile; Lead 
On O King Eternal. Side two: How Wonderful; 
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms; Heaven 
Train; Because I Go To Sunday School. 


With the recent Home-going of Dr. 
Crawford, this record will have special 
interest to many who have been blessed 
through his ministry, in particular those 
who have attended the Pinebrook Bible 
Conference. For these, the simple an- 
nouncement that this record is available 
will be sufficient, for they will doubt- 
less treasure it as a souvenir. 
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Too Many Spirits Spoil the Punch 


THE SPIRIT OF PROTESTANTISM. 
Robert McAfee Brown. Oxford. 
254 pp. $4.50. 


The reviewer is Bernard Ramm, profes- 
sor of systematic theology at California 
Baptist Theological Seminary and author 
of “Special Revelation and the Word of 


Some years ago a leading German 
Roman Catholic theologian, Karl 
Adam, wrote a work entitled The 
Spirit of Catholicism. Brown offers us 
now a Protestant counterpart. 

The first question is who does the 
best-job for their respective cases? To 
me, Adam’s book wins the wreath. Al- 
though Adam’s work is almost sac- 
charin, it possesses a consistency that 
is lacking in Brown’s work. Brown’s 
work falters because it is really a book 
on the spirits of Protestantisms. 

The second question is this one: 
Does Brown meet the right issues 
head-on and with real theological 
force? Here again I feel that the book 
failed. True, Brown treats justification 
by faith, but he seems to lack any 
really profound insight as to why this 
doctrine crashes down the whole Ro- 
man Catholic synthesis. After read- 
ing Berkouwer’s Conflict with Rome 
or Loewenich’s Modern Catholicism 
one feels that Brown’s work really 
lacks theological punch. 

This does not mean that there are 
no felicitous features to the book. The 
style is good. Brown really communi- 
cates. It is a book which can hold the 
interest of both laymen and _ theolo- 
gians. There is no double-talk but al- 
ways a forthright statement of the 
issues. The bibliographical references 
show that he knows his way around 
the relevant theological _ literature. 
There is certainly far more substance 
here than one would find in a Wieman 
or a Fosdick. The theological stance 
(as it impressed me) was somewhere 
plus or minus near Brunner in most 
issues. 

However, I must take unusual ex- 
ception at certain issues: 

(1) As already mentioned, the doc- 
trine of justification is not treated with 
the theological seriousness it deserves. 

(2) Protestantism is defined as that 
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movement in Christendom which re- 
news itself by the hand of God. The 
hand of God is never really specified. 
Is it not sacred Scripture? 

(3) In the classification of contem- 
porary theologies— faulty at best—it 
omits orthodoxy. If he wishes to force 
all orthodoxy into the mold of funda- 
mentalism, this is bad Christian grace, 
if he omits orthodoxy, it is poor schol- 
arship. Either way this is a serious 
blunder. 

(4) In his doctrine of authority, 
he omits the witness of the Spirit 
which was part of the Reformers’ 
major offensive against Catholicism. 

(5) He approves of Tillich’s Prot- 
estantism Principle which is no Prot- 
estant principle at all (except in a very 
dilute sense) but Tillich’s principle. 

(6) Protestantism is supposedly 
united around Jesus Christ, but Brown 
never really spells this out adequately. 
Is_Fosdick’s Christ Berkouwer’s 
Christ? Is Tillich’s existential Christ 
Calvin’s Chalcedonian Christ? Is Nie- 
buhr’s symbolic deity the same as 
Charles Hodge’s ontological deity? Is 
Bultmann’s kerygmatic Christ the same 
as Luther’s God-incarnate? 

(7) Brown defines the priesthood of 
all believers to mean that every man is 
a priest to every other man. This is 
hardly in keeping with the theological 
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issues of the Roman Catholic doctrine 
which must be more adequately met. 

(8) Finally one gets the impression 
that Luther and Calvin would feel 
more at home (if they could return to 
this century) with Tillich, Niebuhr or 
Fosdick than with the “Protestant 
Scholastics” or the fundamentalists. 
My own conviction is that Luther and 
Calvin would utterly repudiate the 
kind of Christianity advocated by these 
men. 


VALIANT FOR TRUTH. David Otis 
Fuller. McGraw-Hill. 460 pp. $7.95. 


The reviewer is Faris D. Whitesell, pro- 
fessor of practical theology at Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Chicago, 
Til. 


For putting backbone into spineless 
saints and courage into wavering 
Christians, we would have to look 
long and far to find a better book than 
this. Under the subtitle, “a treasury of 
evangelical writings,” Dr. Fuller has 
assembled some of the choicest selec- 
tions from the very greatest expositors 
of the gospel from Paul to J. G. 
Machen. 

The reader of this volume marches 
down the Christian centuries with 
Christ’s most noble and sacrificial 
spokesmen, meeting such little knowns 
as Diognetus, Gilbert Tennent and 
R. D. Hitchcock; but mostly encoun- 
tering in their very own words the 
well-known defenders of the faith like 
Athanasius, Ambrose, John Chrysos- 
tom, Augustine, Anselm, Wycliffe, 
Huss, Thomas a Kempis, Savonarola, 
Luther, Zwingli, Cranmer, Knox, Cal- 
ivn, Baxter, Bunyan, Jonathan Ed- 
wards, Wesley, Whitefield, Brainerd, 
Asbury, Carey, McCheyne, Bishop 
Ryle, Maclaren, Talmadge, Spurgeon, 
Moody, Haldeman, and Machen. 

These selections come from ser- 
mons, diaries, letters and biographies, 
and the author introduces each man 
with a captivating biographical sketch 
running from a full page to two pages. 
The validity and appropriateness of 
these excerpts are guaranteed by con- 
sultants Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Dallas; Dr. 
William Culbertson, president of 
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Moody Bible Institute; Dr. V. Ray- 
mond Edman, president of Wheaton 
College, and Dr. David Hedegard, 
Swedish theologian. 

To read this book is to take a re- 
fresher course in church history, theol- 
ogy and apologetics, and to receive a 
new motivation to rise up and pro- 
claim the faith once-for-all delivered 
to the saints. 


THE SHAPE OF DEATH. Jaroslav Peli- 
kan. Abingdon. 128 pp. $2.25. 


The reviewer is Herbert Henry Ehren- 
stein, consulting editor of ETERNITY Mag- 
azine. 

What form does Death take? An 
arc, a full circle, a triangle, a parabola 
or a spiral? Strange shapes to think of 
in connection with death. But Dr. 
Pelikan ventures back into the writings 
of five of the second and third cen- 
tury Church fathers and shows that, 
though their world was far different 
from ours, one experience which we 
share with them is death. 

What did death mean to these early 
Churchmen? What singificance did ex- 
istence, immortality, eternity, history 
and the mortal state hold for them? 
In this series of five lectures, Pelikan 
comes to grips with the ideas of 


Cyprian, Origen, Irenaeus, Tatian and 
Clement of Alexandria concerning 
life and death. 

The peculiar plane geometrical fig- 
ures furnish a_ delightfully clever 
mnemonic device for following and re- 
taining the material discussed. Excel- 
lent reading for every pastor; a gold 
mine of sermonic material is to be 
found in this little book. It will be en- 
joyed also by mature laymen. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SCIENCE 
OF MISSIONS. John Herman 
Bavinck. Presbyterian and Re- 
formed. 323 pp. $4.95. 


The reviewer is Frank W. Price, direc- 
tor of the Missionary Research Library, 
New York City. 


A distinguished Dutch missionary 
and theologian has given us a book 
on “missiology” that is likely to be- 
come a classic. 

The first chapters expound the 
scriptural basis for missions. Bavinck 
is traditional in scriptural interpreta- 
tion but fresh and vital in application 
of the Bible to missionary practice to- 
day. He is at his best in the section on 
“Missionary Approach.” Here he com- 
bines firm doctrinal convictions with 


flexibility of method and lays emphasis 
on what is vital. He sees the approach 
to persons within their own cultural 
context. He prefers to speak of “points 
of attack” rather than “points.of con- 
tact.” Our appeal must be to the whole 
man, not simply the reasoning faculty. 

On the important relationship be- 
tween mother and daughter churches 
the author stands in the forefront of 
missionary thinking today. He sees no 
place for spiritual colonialism. A 
world-wide ecumenism must be our 
goal. 

A strange word that Bavinck coins 
and loves is “elenctics” (from eleng- 
chein), the way to bring men and 
women to a conviction of sin, re- 
pentance, and new life in Christ. The 
starting point with all men is our 
common condition as sinners. “The 
Holy Spirit first convicts us and 


through us He convicts the world.” ° 


Looking ahead, the Dutch scholar 
finds the picture “rather misty and 
dark.” We are doing a sort of penance, 
he says, in our mission work - today. 
Perhaps a great, new hour of God’s 
power is ahead. We can only be His 
unworthy instruments. The Christian 
utopian finds no support from Bavinck. 

Here is a book that needs to be 
read not once but many times, and to 





IT RAINED AND RAINED 


The Flood, Science and the Bible 


THE GENESIS FLOOD. Henry M. Mor- 
ris and John C. Whitcomb, Jr. 
Presbyterian and Reformed. 518 
pp. $8.95. 

The reviewer is William Sanford LaSor, 
professor of Old Testament, Fuller Theo- 
logical Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., and 
author of “Was the Flood Universal?” 
(ETERNITY, Dec. ’60). 

This is an exceedingly difficult book 
for me to review for, while I find in it 
much with which I am in entire agree- 
ment, I strongly oppose the method- 
ology and the dogmatism in which it is 
presented. 

The authors begin with the convic- 
tion that the Bible teaches a planet- 
wide flood. This conviction is immed- 
iately transformed into a dogma from 
which no “Bible-believer” is permitted 
to differ. Thereafter in the book, the 
question is assumed to be closed. The 
authors even use their own assump- 
tions, which Ramm does not accept, 
and then argue that he is inconsistent. 

Exactly the same position was once 
held regarding the biblical “teaching” 
of the shape of the earth and the 
geocentricity of the universe. I assume 
that the authors are willing to con- 
cede that, in these matters, biblical 
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language is to be understood as figura- 
tive. Elsewhere I have tried to show 
that the universality of the flood is 
likewise complicated by the language 
and contexts of Scripture. My argu- 
ments, I must repeat, because of the 
way the authors of this book have dis- 
torted them, were not based on 
“science” but on the inductive study of 
the biblical text. 

The authors flog “uniformitarian- 
ism” from beginning to end. Now I, 
too, am unhappy with many of the 
easy assumptions of science. I have 
often criticized its willingness to gloss 
over such problems as: “How did 
whole animals get entrapped in a 
slowly-encroaching ice age?” and 
“How did fish, etc., become im- 
bedded in silt in order to become 
fossils?” But, taken to its logical con- 
clusion, the authors’ approach would 
completely destroy the _ scientific 
method. If I wanted to be shockingly 
blunt, I might ask Dr. Morris, “Why 
do you bother studying and teaching 
engineering?” All scientific law is 
based on uniformitarianism. It is only 
the dogmatism of science that we must 
oppose. Even the authors do not hesi- 
tate to draw on science hundreds of 


times to support their arguments! But 
even here I must voice an objection 
to their eclectic method of quoting 
anyone who happens to support their 
theory. 

For the sake of the record I would 
like it clearly stated that I have not 
written because of personal unbelief 
nor because of animosity towards 
these brothers in the Lord. I write 
with a firm conviction that the Bible is 
the inspired, infallible Word of God. 
But I also believe that the Bible does 
not attempt to set forth scientific doc- 
trines, and that when we try to force 
science into the religious molds of the 
Bible, we bring discredit on the Word 
of God. 

If this book could have been written 
as a hypothesis, setting forth the con- 
sistency of belief in a worldwide flood 
with a cataclysmic view of geology, 
and omitting the bombast and the ef- 
forts to encompass the entire plan of 
salvation, it would have been a good 
book. It certainly provides a wealth of 
important scientific information on 
many subjects. But as it stands, I fear 
it will drive some young people fur- 
ther from their Bible, it will serve to 
divide Christians even more into two 
camps, and it will fail to impress the 
secular scientific mind. The Piltdown 
hoax, let us remember, was not un- 
covered by the ridicule of theologians, 
but by the scientific methodology that 
originally had embraced it. 
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be carefully digested. It is strong meat 
for the missionary mind and soul. 


JESUS AND HIS STORY. Ethelbert 
Stauffer. Knopf. 243 pp. $4.00 


The reviewer is Richard A. Bodey, min- 
ister of the Third Presbyterian Church, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 


This book by the internationally- 
known New Testament scholar and 
professor at Erlangen is a pioneer at- 
tempt to approach the historical Jesus 
by examining new sources uncolored 
by Christian bias and checking them 
against the New Testament. The 
sources fall into three categories: (1) 
contemporary testimonies to condi- 
tions, events, and personalities bearing 
on the life of Jesus; (2) Jewish state- 
ments about Jesus; and (3) late- 
Judaistic Apocalyptic documents which 
illuminate the message, though not 
the life, of Jesus. In the author’s 
hands these sources verify and dis- 
credit both the New Testament and 
its Christology. 

To cite several examples of this 
dual process: Stauffer upholds and har- 
monizes the birth narratives of Mat- 
thew and Luke, and introduces textual 
evidence for the virgin birth from 
both Mark and John. He also es- 
tablishes the certainty of Jesus’ as- 
sertion of His Deity from the earliest 
period of His ministry. 

On the other hand, he impugns 
Matthew for recasting the character 
and teaching of Jesus in a Jewish mold, 
especially by ascribing to Him the 
Messianic title which He did not 
claim. He denies any foundation for 
the eschatology of the New Testa- 


ment in the teaching of Jesus.. He 
also repudiates Jesus’ prophecies of 
His own resurrection. 

Three studies are of special in- 
terest. (1) Stauffer’s chronological 
scheme which dates Jesus’ birth in 
7 B.C., His baptism in 28 A.D., and 
His crucifixion in 32 A.D. (2) The 
relation of Jesus to John the Baptist. 
Stauffer maintains that Jesus was the 
foremost pupil of John, but withdrew 
allegiance from him, becoming one of 
his principal rivals, when at the cru- 
cial point of His spiritual evolution 
He rejected the Torah. This is a gross 
exaggeration of the New Testament 
data. (3) Jesus and the Pharisees’ 
legal provisions against heretics. Ac- 
cording to Stauffer, Jesus broke with 
the Torah, thereby coming under the 
Sanhedrin’s ban and sealing His ul- 
timate execution. Although the discus- 
sion throws new light on the contro- 
versy with the Pharisees which issued 
in the cross, the theory that Jesus re- 
pudiated the Torah is unwarrantable. 
It was the Pharisees’ traditions He 
renounced, never having accepted 
them, but to the end He faithfully 
upheld the Torah (Matthew 5:17, 18, 
etc., which Stauffer on _ insufficient 
grounds does not admit to be authen- 
tic). 

From first to last this book im- 
presses its reader with its massive 
scholarship and thoroughness in de- 
tail, As a background study it has 
considerable importance for evangeli- 
cal teaching and preaching. But in 
its subjective demythologizing of the 
New Testament we again see the ex- 
tremes to which critical scholarship 
can go when it is not anchored in a 
sound Bibliology. 


AMERICAN CULTURE AND CATHO- 
LIC SCHOOLS. Emmett McLough- 
lin. Lyle Stuart. 288 pp. $4.95. 


The reviewer is Ralph L. Keiper, con- 
tributing editor of ETERNITY. 


Emmett McLoughlin became famous 
for his first book People’s Padre, which 
relates his conflict with the Roman 
Catholic Church and the reasons why 
he left it. This present work is just as 
interesting as the first and as con- 
troversial. 

McLoughlin charges that Catholic 
education is in conflict with American 
ideals and tradition. As a product of 
the Catholic parochial system, he pre- 
sents in well documented form why he 
thinks the Catholic Church is educa- 
tionally still in the Middle Ages. He 
shows how the teaching nuns and 
priests are recruited at the dawn of 
adolescence. He tells why the Bible is 
not taught in Catholic schools. He 
shows how parochial schools are 
exempt from state control. He details 
the propaganda in Catholic texts, cit- 
ing the censorship that warps the 
schoolbooks, suppressing the facts of 
the inquisition and the Council of 
Trent, and distorting the world’s his- 
tory. He points out how that parents 
have no voice in the operation of 
Catholic schools. 

McLoughlin also describes the fun- 
damental conflicts between the papal 
teachings and the ideals of American 
democracy. He cites growing  in- 
fringements on the principle of the 
separation of church and state. He 
traces the advance encroachment of 
the influence of the Church upon pub- 
lic schools. And last, but not least, he 
shows how the Church exerts power 





NO MORE BABY-SITTING 


Help for the 


CHURCH-TIME FOR FOUR’S AND 
FIVE’S—Learning God's Word. Mary 
E. LeBar. Scripture Press. 150 pp. 
$2.50. 

GROWING-UP STORIES FOR FOUR’S 
AND FIVE’S, compiled by Mary E. 
LeBar. Scripture Press. 104 pp. 
$1.95. 


The reviewer is Dorothy L. Braun, 
associate professor of Christian education, 
King’s College, Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 


We are indebted to Mary LeBar’s 
vision and consecration for these ex- 
cellent materials which constitute a 
much-needed Beginner Church course, 
and which have many additional uses. 
The Sunday church-time program for 
four-and-five-year-olds need no longer 
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Younger Set 


be a “baby-sitting” session or a second 
Sunday school hour! Church-Time for 
Four’s and Five's, the leader’s guide 
for a year of church programs for Be- 
ginners (soon to be followed by a sec- 
ond year), provides the variety of 
activities which young children need, 
especially if they have been sitting 
quietly in Sunday school for an hour. 
Lunch-time is followed by Listening- 
time, when children rest while listening 
to music or a story. After a Plan- 
ning-time, Doing-time permits them to 
engage in one of several interesting 
learning activities, which in turn pre- 
pare them for Church-time. Here the 
children learn some of the patterns of 
adult worship, but with content mean- 
ingful to them. The closing Moving- 


time provides large muscle activity 
through the activity record God’s Four 
Seasons (ten minutes about each sea- 
son), which teaches an appreciation of 
God’s handiwork and provision for 
them in nature; or through the 64-page 
Church-Time Activity Music Book, 
which develops a deeper understand- 
ing of the Bible stories. Parents, as 
well as teachers of school or church 
kindergartens will be delighted with 
the activity record, and the music book 
could be used throughout the church’s 
program for Beginners. 

Growing-Up Stories for Four’s and 
Five’s contains 104 practical Christian 
conduct stories, enough for two years. 
Four spiral-bound picture-story “learn- 
ing books” complete the course. Their 
titles suggest their purpose: Margo 
Learns to Pray, Madge Learns to Lis- 
ten, Mike Learns about Himself, and 
Martin Learns about the Bible. These 
could be used in the home or in other 
children’s services. 


ETERNITY 


on American politics and influence 
‘upon Catholic office holders. 

This is an important work for those 
who would be alert to the growing 
power of the Church in American life. 
It is a work which everyone must read 
if they are to meet the charge of 
“bigot” whenever Catholic-Protestant 
relations are discussed. 


MUSIC IN PROTESTANT WORSHIP. 
Dwight Steere, John Knox Press. 
256 pp. $4.50. 

The reviewer is Robert Elmore, organist 
on the Bible Study Hour and head of the 
organ department of the Philadelphia Con- 
servatory of Music. 

The professional church musician 
of long experience may not find much 
that is new to him here, but he will 
undoubtedly relish having this useful 
information between the covers of one 
book where he may easily refer to it. 

It is, however, to clergymen and 
music committees that I would par- 
ticularly recommend this volume. 
Many times’ well-meaning church 
members are drafted for service on 
the music committee simply because 
they happen to be available. While it 
is not precisely true that musical illit- 
eracy is a prime requirement for 
music-committee membership, it still 
works out this way with alarming 
frequency. 

To all such let me heartily suggest a 
careful study of Music in Protestant 
Worship. The author discusses in some 
detail such problems as choir member- 
ship, the placing of the organ (too 
often left until the last when planning 
the new sanctuary, and with what 
drastic results!), communication be- 
tween minister and organist, the var- 
ious musical elements of the service, 
and so on and on. 

By the way, it’s interesting, isn’t it, 
that there should be any problem at 
all to discuss between clergyman and 
musician. That there frequently is 
points up a lack of practical Chris- 
tianity on one side or the other—pos- 
sibly both, and Steere is not afraid to 
tackle this thorny question, among 
many other equally controversial ones. 

While I find myself in mild dis- 
agreement with the author on a few 
minor points, my appreciation of his 
contribution quite overbalances this. 
If you have a “music problem” in your 
church, buy this book. If you don’t 
have one, buy it anyway as insurance! 


PROPHETS, IDOLS AND DIGGERS. 
John Elder. Bobbs-Merrill. 240 pp. 
$5.00. 


The reviewer is F. F. Bruce, professor 
of biblical criticism and exegesis, Uni- 
versity of Manchester, England. 


The author of this well-written sur- 
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vey of biblical archaeology has served 
in Iran since 1923 as a member of the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. His residence in the East has 
quickened his interest in the archaeol- 
ogy of Bible lands, and he has been 
able to put his on-the-spot knowledge 
to good use in introducing visitors to 
this fascinating study. In particular, 
he was invited some years ago to teach 
a course in the subject for the benefit 
of members of the American Army 
advisory group stationed in Tehran, 
the capital of Iran; and out of that 
course the present book has grown. 

While he himself is not an archaeol- 
ogist, Elder has availed himself of the 
most authoritative and reliable works 
in the field, both collections of texts 
and comprehensive surveys. He dis- 
plays sound judgment in his digest- 
ing and presentation of a vast body 
of material which could easily have 
proved unmanageable in less skilled 
hands. The result is an _ interesting 
work which can confidently be recom- 
mended to the general reader who 
wants a trustworthy but not too tech- 
nical introduction to the subject. 

Elder begins with some account of 
the early pioneers in excavation and 
decipherment; after that, his account 
follows the order of the biblical nar- 
rative, from the Creation to the Let- 
ters to the Seven Churches. He takes 
account of the latest discoveries, in- 


cluding the texts from Qumran and Nag 
Hammadi, and miakes plain the sig- 
nificance of the Carbon 14 test for 
archaeological dating. He does not ex- 
aggerate the extent to which archae- 
ological research can be expected to 
confirm the biblical record (as too 
many popular works on the subject 
have tended to do), but none the less 
shows how archaeological research 
has been responsible for a widespread 
revival of respect for the factual ac- 
curacy of that record. And respect 
for the factual accuracy of the Bible 
is by no means irrelevant to the ac- 
ceptance of its spiritual message. 


COME WIND, COME WEATHER. 
Leslie T. Lyall. Moody. 96. pp. 
$2.00. 


The reviewer is Ellsworth Culver, as- 
sistant to the president, World Vision, Inc. 


This book should’ be read by 
every missions-minded, spiritually alert 
Christian—not only because of what 
it teaches about the crushing of the 
church in China, but also because of 
what it reveals about the Communist 
tactic worldwide. 

Come Wind, Come Weather is true 
to its stated purpose: “to set out in an 
unbiased documentary manner the 
way in which the Communist govern- 
ment has handled the Protestant church 
in China.” 


While there is “no lurid telling of 
horror stories,” there is much to touch 
the heart and move to prayer: the ac- 
counts of “brainwashing” or “ideologi- 
cal remolding,” for example, or the 
touching story of Wang Ming-Tao, 
who valiantly stood for the truth... 
collapsed for a time under incessant 
brainwash pressure . . . then bravely 
returned to prison rather than deny 
his Lord. 

Set forth in a clear, documented 
chronological order is the steady pro- 
gression of Communist inroads into 
the church, with its increasing influ- 
ence and controls and ultimately its 
vicious stronghold. 

The book tells how the Three 
Self Movement (self-governing, self- 


Supporting, self-propagating) actually 


borrowed the missionary formula 
which had preceded it, but under a 
deadly new interpretation. 

It shows how the accusation and 
self-denunciation campaign of the Com- 
munists is actually the Devil’s parody 
of the “Confess your faults” of James 
si 

And, without ever descending to the 
level of mere gruesome story telling, 
it simply and factually details the per- 
secution of Christians, the anguishing 
self-betrayal of churches which passed 
resolutions prostituting their basic pur- 
poses, the heartbreak of churches 
known to have become factories. 








HEALING IN THE CHURCH 


(Continued from page 21) 


something beyond death. Does that undermine what 
has gone before in the earlier chapters on faith for 
temporal healing? Or does it mean that in this life we 
are sustained by faith in Christ for temporal blessing 
and that at the eleventh hour when such faith is found 
to be illusory, there is a switch to faith in Christ for 
eternal life and healing in the resurrection body? Let 
us rather fix our faith and vision on the risen Christ 
and eternal values from the day we first receive His 
new life, and let us trust His grace which is sufficient 
for our present weaknesses in all the physical, psycho- 
logical and spiritual vicissitudes of this life. 

Whatever be our reaction to the main thesis of the 
book, few will find fault with the practical advice of 
chapter 12. In it there are warnings against super- 
ficial enthusiasm and precipitate action, as well as 
pleas for congregational Bible study and intercessory 
prayer groups. Martin then concludes with a word of 
personal testimony and encouragement to his brother 
ministers. 

Such a book as this deserves careful reading and 
analysis. Some readers will look to it for guidance on 


a particular problem, but the great majority will sim- 
ply read it to gain a general impression or ask them- 
selves at the end “What is its over-all message?” 

As far as I am concerned, I was disappointed; I 
appreciated that it is a biblical study, but felt that the 
selection and interpretation of Scripture passages had 
led to some extravagant and unacceptable doctrines; 
I further felt that an important subject had been dealt 
with in such a way as to put it out of proportion in the 
life of the Church. I regard the prime functions of the 
Church as three-fold: worship, fellowship (which in- 
cludes nurture and edification of the members), and 
witness (which includes maintenance of the truth and 
evangelism). I regard the ministry of healing as sub- 
servient to these three; it is a part of fellowship, but 
more particularly is an expression of witness by obey- 
ing our Lord’s second great commandment to love 
one’s neighbor as oneself, and by practicing the prin- 
ciples of James 2, that men may be enabled to un- 
derstand the truths of God and His gospel. Further, a 
distinctively Christian medical service should fulfil a 
preservative function in society in accordance with 
Matthew 5:13-16. The ordained minister and lay 
church member, the qualified Christian doctor, nurse, 
pharmacist and technician; all have their part to play 
in such a full-orbed ministry of healing. 


ETERNITY 


AN ANSWER 
(Continued from page 10) 


wouldn’t. A few days later she dis- 
covered she was able to love other 
people—most particularly those who 
had irritated her before. Three weeks 
were scarcely past when I heard her 
tell her unbelieving sister that her own 
life was different since she “had be- 
come a Christian.” I had supposed it 
would take Ann longer than three 
weeks to get used to thinking of her- 
self as a Christian. 

I wonder how Ann told her sister 
about Jesus Christ. I am certain that 
she didn’t ask, “How is it with your 
soul?” 

Each time I listen to brand-new 
Christians trying to appropriate the 
vocabulary of every-day life, I become 
excited all over again. I suppose I 
could teach these young people the 
standard phrases and coach them in 
expressions approved by theologians 
and clergymen and church workers. It 
isn’t that I don’t know this gobbledy- 
gook. But recently I’ve come to be- 
lieve that the freshness and brightness 
of a young Christian’s spiritual vo- 
cabulary is of infinitely more value 
in expressing the gospel than the 
finely worded cliches. 

At times I think back and wonder 
whether Harold was really anticipat- 
ing an answer to his question, “How is 
it with your soul?” What if I had tried 
to learn from him what the Good 
News was? Had something happened 
to him that was Good News indeed, 
that he wanted to tell people about? 

I suppose I should stop wondering. 
After all, it isn’t Harold I’m trying to 
answer now. 


HAM 
(Continued from page 11) 


sents roughtly one-fourth of the Ham- 
ite stocks. To try to take Canaan for 
the whole Hamitic race introduces 
wild guesses for factual statements. 

The Bible also tells us exactly where 
all these Canaanite races lived. Ac- 
cording to Genesis 10:19, 20, the 
Canaanite territory extended from 
Sidon to the north down to Gaza near 
the coast on the southwest, and to the 
ancient cities of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah by the Dead Sea down to the 
southeast. Therefore the Canaanites 
originally occupied the stretch of land 
that coincided with a part of the coast 
land of the eastern Mediterranean. 
The rest of the Hamitic stock was to 
be found largely in Africa. 

But there is still a major question 
unanswered. It is this: When Ham 
sinned, why was Canaan, his son, 
“cursed”? 

The answer to that question is not 
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found in the Bible. However, a rea- 
sonable suggestion could be offered. It 
might well be that the smutty streak 
that came to light in Ham’s character 
through this incident had already been 
present and observed to be even more 
pronounced in Ham’s son, Canaan. 
So, in effect, Noah foresees that 
Canaan will in this respect be even a 
greater sinner than his father, and pro- 
nounces the “curse” on him. Surely 
the Scriptures would not have you 
suppose that curses descend indis- 
criminately on the heads of the inno- 
cent. 

But what is the disability with 
‘which Canaan and his descendants 
are to be visited in times to come? 
They shall be “slave of slaves,” which 
in the Hebrew idiom signifies that the 
heaviest form of slavery shall be 
theirs. The expression is the equivalent 
of a superlative. Canaan shall have 
that experience over against Shem as 
well as over against Japheth. 

History explains this clearly. At the 
time of the occupation of Canaan un- 
der Joshua, the Israelites conquered 
the Canaanites to a large extent. This 
conquest was completed in the days 
of Solomon, who subdued the rem- 
nants of Canaanites and made them 
tributary in the construction work of 
his great temple. So, since a Semitic 
race conquered the Canaanites, Ca- 
naan became a slave of slaves to 
Shem. 

The other prominent segment of the 
Canaanites was Tyre-Sidon, or the 
Phoenicians, from whom sprang the 
Carthaginians. After a bitter struggle, 
Rome (a Japhethite race) conquered 
Carthage (a Canaanite race). That is 
as far as we are able to trace the his- 
torical fulfillment of this word of 
Noah. 

Noah’s words neither commend or 
condemn the conquest and the slavery 
of the Canaanites. They merely es- 
tablish that these things will happen. 

But what about the rest of the tribes 
of Ham? Here is one obvious gap in 
this whole prediction. No one syllable 
did Noah speak in regard to them. 
Noah apparently had no insight on 
this score. The spirit of prophecy or 
prediction that inspired him to say 
what he did, did not, however, carry 
him beyond the limits of these verses. 
What he did not know he could not 
tell. 

Consequently Genesis 9:25 has no 
application whatever to Hamites other 
than the Canaanites. To try to make 
it an explanation or justification of 
the white man’s treatment of the 
Negro, past or present, is utterly un- 
justifiable. It has nothing to say about 
slavery, segregation or racial discrim- 
ination. 

But most important for our day— 
there is no curse on Ham. 
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FAMILY 
(Continued from page 16) 


day inviolate. The church will need to 
be trained to the importance of family 
life, and taught to respect the minis- 
ter’s time to practice what he preaches. 
Part of his duty is to be an example 
to the believers—and if home life is 


important, he should set an example in 
the unity of his home, in having fun 
together, and in sound discipline. 

Now ask yourself the question again. 
How family-centered is your church? 
If your church is typical of most 
churches across the country, it doesn’t 
rate too highly. Now is the time, then, 
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to stop neglecting the family. 












the last word 


The Pains of Change 
By D. REGINALD THOMAS 


Only through the pains of change can we come to our gains through 
change. 

Change disturbs. We want to calculate life and work out its pattern. 
We know of course that some change is inevitable, but we intend it 
to be as little as possible, as infrequently as possible. We hug tightly 
to the familiar and beat off the impertinent intruder as long as we can. 
But the intruder is God, and what we like to call “conservatism” is 
nothing less than the sin of resisting His promptings. 

The times demand that the church be an adventurous, revolutionary, 
reconciling fellowship. Yet there are people in it who say, “We are 
content with things as they are. If there is to be change, we hope we 
will have gone from the scene before it comes.” These are the ones 
whose Christianity, if you can call it that, has never risen above the 
level of well-behaved uselessness. 

Others say, “I hope the Church will be able to survive in spite of 
change.” There’s a neat piece of heresy. The Church will survive because 
of change, not in spite of it. But, like the disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, we beg to be allowed to remain where we are, safely 
aloof from the vulgarities of a demoniac world, safely quilted in those 
prejudices that through age are mistaken for convictions. 

“Change and decay in all around I see,” wrote Henry Francis Lyte. 
But the one is not the result of the other. Decay sets in when change 
is resisted. 

When Moses gave the Law to Israel he said, “The time will come 
when your children will ask, “Why do we observe these commandments?’ 
Tell them,” said Moses, “we honor God because He brought us out of 
Egypt so that He might bring us into the Promised Land.” 

God still so deals with His Church. He calls His people out of their 
bondage to complacency so that He may bring them to new experiences 
of His power. But fearing the consequences of our obedience and 
fearing still more those we cannot anticipate, we hold back. We are 
so pained at the immediate prospect that we lose all sense of being a 
people whose course is charted by divine wisdom. We love the Church 
in our own way. We sing 


For her my tears shall fall 

For her my prayers ascend, 

To her my cares and toils be given 
Til toils and cares shall end. 


But they are not tears of repentance for work undone, they are the 
tears of sentiment in the remembrance of the “good old days.” They are 
not prayers of dedication to the task in hand, they are petitions for 
the luxury of things as they are. They are not the cares and toils of a 
people building bridges, they are the desperate labors of a people building 
walls. (Reprinted by permission from “Love So Amazing,” published by 
Fleming H. Revell.) 
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e EVERY LESSON ORGANIZED IN A PRACTICAL WAY TO GIVE 
THE TEACHER MORE HELP AND AUTHORITATIVE GUIDANCE 


e EVERY LESSON DESIGNED TO HELP PRIMARIES LEARN AND 


LIVE BIBLE TRUTHS 


If you’ve ever felt that your present Sunday School lessons 
lack the kind of organization and teaching help you need 
...or if you find the course you’re now using falls short of 
providing the right kind of Bible background for your 
pupils, then you’ll want to see this all new course by 
David C. Cook. 

Everything about the course is new, from the organiza- 
tion plan and curriculum to the lesson materials. And every 
new idea, every new technique has been pretested under 
actual classroom conditions to insure its effectiveness. In- 
deed, every feature in the course is planned to help make 
teaching more successful, make Bible study truly meaning- 
ful for your Primaries. And one of the most important fea- 
tures of the course is the Six-Step Teaching Plan. 


1 How to simplify lesson planning. A wealth of ideas, infor- 
mation and background for the lesson, including optional 
materials for longer sessions. Bible background is supplied, 
facts about Bible characters, maps, and ideas to highlight 
both the Bible story and its life application. 


a How to gain greater pupil interest. Lesson-correlated 
ideas to help teachers greet pupils in a meaningful way, 
and to get them into a receptive frame of mind for the 
day’s Bible teaching. 


3 How to make worship more meaningful. Unique ways to 


MEET THE EDITORS OF DAVID C. COOK’S 
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Eunice J. Fischer, Primary Editor. Miss Fischer tras 
been an editor, teacher, director of Christian educa- 
tion, a sought-after speaker for c and work- 
" shops, as well as a columnist and writer for many 

~ Christian magazines. She holds a B.A. in Christian edu- 
cation from Wheaton College and a Master's degree 
we in education from Northwestern University. 





Dr. V. Gilbert Beers, Executive Editor. Pastor, pro- 
fessor, editor...Dr. Beers has a versatile and dedi- 
cated background of Bible teaching, study and writ- 
ing. He has degrees from Wheaton College, and 
Northern Baptist Theological Seminary and is a candi- 
date for the Ph. D. at Northwestern University. Dr. 
Beers is also active as a guest speaker in churches and 
Sunday schools from coast to coast. 





introduce worship. New lesson-correlated songs, prayers to 
use, ways to explain the reasons we worship. 


4. How to make the Bible story live. Tips for getting in- 
terest and attention, developing the story step-by-step so 
your Primaries are sure to understand and respond to it. 
Questions and comments to help make clear the lesson 
points. How to use new Teaching Pictures. 


5 how to clinch Bible truths through lesson-correlated 
activities. Learning by doing, through new handwork proj- 
ects in ‘“‘Color ’n Do Stories,” memorizing with a plan, 
optional handwork for extra sessions, how to make the best 
use of the take-home paper. 


&s How to evaluate yourself as a teacher. Ways to review 
results after the lesson. Ideas and Scripture references for 
encouragement and rededication. 

These six steps are just a part of this all-new Primary 
Course. You’ll also be interested in the unique new expand- 
ing-year curriculum, new “Parallel Grading,”’ vocabulary- 
controlled Bible stories, original songs, graded handwork, 
and through-the-week home-learning plan. Everything 
you’ll want to know is contained in the Primary Lesson 
Evaluation Portfolio, along with samples of each publica- 
tion. Just send the coupon below, or see your local Christian 
book store. 


MAIL COUPON BELOW for FREE PRIMARY EVALUATION PORTFOL 





David C. Cook Publishing Company, 1 Dept. 8-4 E 
850 N. Grove Ave., Elgin, Illinois 


Please send me your new Primary Course Evaluation 
Portfolio, complete with all samples and the Free Pri- 
mary Booklet. I understand there is no cost or obligation. 
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Gospel Light’s “Total Bible Teaching Plan” 
features award-winning TEACH Magazine FREE with every teacher’s book 


‘ 





For the vital training and inspiration of your Sunday School 
teachers, the TOTAL BIBLE TEACHING PLAN is the most 
complete and helpful program yet. It will help you attract new 
pupils—and their families. It will help your Sunday School grow. 2. Te oy * 
Packed into the new expanded TEACH are the ideas, the aids, we Also free! 
; hetd i 
the practical, down-to-earth “how to do it” helps that make for ponies _ chart 
good teaching. A copy of TEACH Magazine will be sent at no i Gospel Light 
extra cost with each Gospel Light teacher’s book ordered. . = TOTAL BIBLE 
TEACH Magazine has already received highest awards for : TEACHING PLAN 
evangelical publishing, in the 1960 Evangelical Press Association 
competition—Best Sunday School Magazine, and grand 
prize title—Periodical of the Year. Now, expanded to 64 pages, 
TEACH contains such rewarding features as “Stairways of 
Learning; to help you understand each age and grade; ideas 
from “Their Teen-Age Program Gets Results”; “A Balanced 
Bible Diet for Adults”; “Great Sunday School Series” studies of 
successful Sunday Schools; many more articles and departments. 
Have you seen TEACH? If not, send now for your FREE 
review copy of the Fall ’61 issue! 


Gospel Light 


LEARNING-LEVEL® SUNDAY SCHOOL BIBLE LESSONS + TAKE-HOME 
PAPERS + VBS MATERIALS + TEACH MAGAZINE + WORSHIP AIDS + 
VIS- O-KIT@ TEACHING AIDS + PACKAGED BIBLE KIT KRAFT® 





See your authorized Gospel Light Dealer or send coupon 


Gospel Light Publications, Dept. TE81 
Glendale 5, California or Mound, Minnesota 


Please send, for my review without cost or obligation, a free 
sample of the Fall issue of TEACH, together with colorful wall 
chart explaining the TOTAL BIBLE TEACHING PLAN. 
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